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Original Commmications. 


SKIMBLE-SCAMBLE “DOTS” BY THE WAYSIDE. 
BY THIN PATE, M. D., OF BEREA, N. C. 


A Case.—‘‘ Old grannies” have not been laid aside in some 
neighborhoods, as worn-out tools from the hands of the Devil, 
as will appear from the following case. By “grannies” is gen- 
erally, in this country, only meant the ignorant female midwives 
of the country, but here I also mean those ‘“‘ sage feminines”’ (?) 
who can tell you how old Betsy Ann is by 4er thirteenth child’s 
age; can talk ‘‘FIRE” out of a burn; will tell you to stew 
‘smart weed’ and lard for ‘“‘ scald-head ;” give ‘‘catnip”’ tea 
for “ little hives,” or can produce labor pains by piling men’s 
hats on a woman’s head. Appropos, 1 may remark that these 
are no exaggerated surmises, for I have listened patiently (?) to 
the prescriptions, wished secretly for ‘‘ the fool killer’ for the 
fire witch, (?) and had the pleasure of knocking the talismanic 
hats to the four corners of a log cabin. But to begin the case: 
On the night of March —, 1876, I was called in great haste to 
Mrs, in labor. I was soon on the scene of action—but 
not to act much—to find the woman on her husband’s lap groan- 
ing under powerful “ bearing down”’ pains, while an ‘‘ old gran- 
nie” sat between her knees with both hands under her clothing, 
ery saying, ‘the head is against the cross-bones.” Knowing 





‘ 
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the meaning of all this, and that the last stages of labor were 
being accomplished, I did nothing but took my stand, with one 
arm akimbo and the other hand resting on the back of a chair, 
simply a “ looker on in Venice.” In a few minutes the child 
was delivered; the placenta followed immediately, and the fol- 
lowing directions were minutely given and as minutely followed: 
‘‘Now stand up, lock your hands over your head, and count 
three; now take a long breath, blow ¢hree tmes through your 
fist; now go to bed.” A fried egg was then applied to the 
external parts. She was made to lay on her left side and receive 
the whole weight of the buxom midwife ‘‘ to press the cross- 
bones together.” She was then thickly covered, and left to rest 
in her glory. 

‘*Oil of Butter.’—In the summer of 1875, while attending a 
child with chronic diarrhoea, an old lady, the child’s grand- 
mother, gave it ‘‘ oil of butter” with paregoric during my ab- 
sence, saying it wonld certainly cure it, etc. I immediately 
stopped it on my return, and thought of it only in disgust until 
April, 1876. Having a very severe case of entero-collitis, pro- 
duced by artificial diet. After trying several remedies, appa- 
rently with no effect, in looking over my journals, I came across 
the article by Dr. T. Curtis Smith, in SourHERN MEDICAL 
Recorp (December No. of 1875,) which suggested to me the 
vationale of using “ oil of butter,’’ which I accordingly did, 
ordering it as follows: Place the butter (ordinary butter from 
cow’s milk) in a bowl, and pour BOILING water on it. Allow it 
to sit until it cools, then skim off all that rises to the top, and 
give a teaspoonful of this, with 4 to 1 drop of laudanum, or its 
equivalent of paregoric, every four hours (to child seven months 
old.) In addition, poultices were applied to the bowels, and 
warm baths several times daily. On my return the next morn- 
ing, the child was much improved. The contractions of its 
hands and feet, which were sufficient for the nails to cut its 
hands, had relaxed, and the bowels not so tender, and move- 
ments somewhat checked. I am inclined to give the butter 
some credit, because all the other remedies had been employed 





SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 579 


with no apparent effect. I have since used the ‘‘ oil of butter” 
both as a gentle purgative, and with paregoric as a remedy in 
dysentery and diarrhoea, with good effect, and am told that the 
late lamented Dr. McKee, of Raleigh, used it years ago in these 
cases. Of course such experience (so limited, etc.,) cannot 
establish its merit, yet it has the advantage of being simple, easy 
to come at, nutritive, and at least deserves notice. 

“‘ Chicken Pepsine.’’—It has been the practice of several phy- 
sicians of this county to use what we call ‘‘ chicken pepsine”’ 
for several years past. I do not know who introduced it, but I 
have found it more satisfactory than the generality of the pre- 
pared pepsine we get in the shops. Pepsine, and other drugs 
also, are often ruined by the manipulations ; therefore the dissat- 
isfaction we so often have to complain of, and the cause of our 
resorting to less elegant and simpler articles. The so-called 
“chicken pepsine’’ is simply the tough mucous lining of the 
common fowl’s gizzard or triturating stomach, which is removed 
in preparing that organ for the table, dried and pulverized. If 


used fresh we need only to give from 25 to 30 grains (adult) of 
the powder, but if kept it is liable to spoil; therefore I suspend 
it in alcohol when not used in fresh powder, and am satisfied 
that it has done better than any preparation that I have bought, 
and I can refer, I believe, to several physicians who use it more 
than any other. 


PLACENTA PREVIA. 
BY WM. A. BARRY, M. D., HOT SPRINGS, ARK. 


Seeing an interesting article in the June number of your val 
uable journal, on the subject of Placenta Previa, by Dr. E. Cur- 
tis Smith, I deem it proper to report the following case : 

Mrs. , aged 30, stout and healthy, pregnant with her 
fourth child, was seized with a hemorrhage on the morning o. 
the 7th of July, 1876. An examination per verginam showed 
no appreciable dittelation of the os uteri. I gave her small por 
tions of Morphia Sulphas, and the hemorrhage ceased. Gave 
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her the usual charges in regard to taking good care of herself, 
and instructing to notify me at once if the hemorrhage should 
return. 

On the 6th of August, I was summoned to her again. A 
much larger hemorrhage had occurred, but had ceased before | 
reached her. I deemed it prudent not to disturb the patient, 
and ordering an anodine, left the room. 

About two o’clock on the morning of the 14th of August, she 
was taken, suddenly, with a very profuse uterine hemorrhage. 
A messenger was dispatched for me in haste, but being ab- 
sent I did not see the patient until ten o’clock a.m. Found her 
suffering from a very profuse hemorrhage—pale, fainty and 
frightened. She was about seven and a half months pregnant. 
-An examination showed the os uteri quite well dilated, and the 
placenta covering the entire os —a complete Placenta Previa. 
The woman having never felt the slightest pain, I introduced a 
tampon composed of lint cotton, and ordered 
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Tablespoonful every half hour. The tampon excited consid- 
erable pains before the above mixture could be had. One dose 
was given, when the pains came on{with a vigor, and in half an 
hour, expelled tampon, placenta and child, and the woman was 
safe. 


The child was still-born, and had the appearance of having 
been dead for several days. 

This case may be interesting in three particulars: First, the 
uterine contractions, excited by the mechanical iritation of the 
tampon, as well as its action in checking the hemorrhage. 
Secondly, the advantage of dry lint cotton over all other sub- 
stances as atampon. Thirdly, the increased certainty of the 
oxytocic action of ergot, when combined with Mur. Tr. Feri. 
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PARAPHIMOSIS. 
BY J.C. WATSON, M. D., SALTVILLE, VA. 
To the Editors of the Southern Medical Record: 


I propose to mention briefly the very simple plan of relieving 
the very troublesome little accident (Paraphimosis,) which 
usually occurs in young persons, because of the small preputial 
opening, and which frequently causes much anxiety to parent 
and patient, as well as trouble to the medical attendant. 

The cedema which takes place in the glands, as well asin the 
loose tissue above the stricture, can, by well applied pressure 
with the hand or fingers brought to a cone, be readily overcome 
in a few minutes, and with little or no pain to the patient, and 
then by a sudden and dexterous movement, the everted prepuce 
can be brought forward over the now much reduced glands, and 
your patient may now be up and “go his way rejoicing,” whilst 
in the plan of reducing the trouble by cold applications, astrin- 
gents, etc., or later, by the knife and scissors, much delay is 
brought about, and frequently much pain endured. 

Iam prompted to state this simple plan because of the fact 
that I have never seen mention of it in print, and with one ex- 
ception have never known it tried by any member of the profes- 
sion in this section of country, and if this simple statement 
prove the means of relieving but one unfortunate little fellow, 
(without the knife, ) I shall be amply repaid for this scribble. 





Citric Acid in the Treatment of Cancer.—In The British Med- 
ical Journal, of November 27th, John H. Woods, M. D., re- 
ports a case, the cancer of the cesophagus and cardiac orifice of 
the stomach, in which the symptoms were, for a time, very 
much relieved by the use of citric acid in large doses, combin- 
ing it, on Dr. Sidney Ringer’s plan, with wine of ipecac in 
minim doses, 





DIAGNOSTIC SYLLABUS OF THE INFLAMMATION 
COMMONLY MET WITH IN THE UTERUS AND 
VAGINA. 


PREPARED BY J. H. ETHBRIDGE, M.D., 


Professor of Therapeutics in Rush Medical College, one of the attending Gyn- 
ecologists at Central Free Dispensary. 


The greatest difficulty a young gynzcologist has to encounter 
is correct diagnosis. Writers are justified in publishing any. 
thing that will give him assistance in determining what ails his 
patient. The following syllabus, prepared by the writer several 
years ago for individual use, is published in the hope that others 
may be benefitted. Familiarity with anatomy and pathology is 
absolutely indispensable to profiting by this.tabulation. Mas- 


tering them thoroughly often enables the gynecologist to know 
almost certainly what to expect from the general symptoms, and 
using the means of diagnosis is only confirmatory of his diag- 


nostic suspicions. The usual means of diagnosis may be thus 
arranged to show at a glance what they reveal: 
MEANS OF DIAGNOSIS. 








TOUCH, SPECULUM, PROBE. 


—" 


GEN’L SYMPTOMS. 





1. Reveals color ot 
m. m. of va- 
ginal tract and 
cervix and con- 
dition of os. 


1. Reveals capacity 
of uterus. 
2, Existence of for- 


e owths. 
3. Shere leviations 


Reveals : 

. Perviousness Of vag. canal. 

. Location, size, density and 
tenderness of the cervix. 


1. Pain: 
Locality and 
character. 
Amount. 


2. Leucorrhea . 
Character. 
Amount. 
Constancy. 


3. Menstruetion : 
Regularity. 
Amount. 
Pain. 


. Os open or v. v., soft or v. v., 
smooth or rough, moist or 
dry, enlarged or elongated or 
atrophied. 

. Presence or absence of hard- 
ness or tumefaction of recto- 
vagival or cysto-vaginal 
spaces; also nature of the 
same. 

. State of ovaries and pelvic 


2. Nature ot leucor- 


rhea. 

3. Declares atrophy 
or hypertrophy 
of cervix. 

4, Reveals nature of 
mucus _abra- 
sions and “ule 
cerations,’’ 





areolar tissue 


determined! 








by lateral and upward pres- 
ure. 


By Conjoined manipulation : 

6. Volume, shape, sensitiveness 
of uterus, ovaries, broad 
ligaments and bladder. 


By Rectal 


single : 
7. Condition of post wall of 
uterus. 


Touch, double and 








of course of ca- 
nal, and differ- 
entiates them 
from tumors, 

4. Indicates Endo- 
metritis. 
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A glance at the syllabus will serve to show its design. In 
such a condensed arrangemen of symptoms, extreme accuracy 
and exhaustiveness are impossible. 
generally recognized uterine inflammations may be present, at 
one and the same time, in the same patient. 
vised to systematically use the indicated ‘‘ means of diagnosis,”’ 
and habits of accurately observing will soon be engendered. 


One or all four of these 


Novices are de- 








“FOUR VARIETIFS OF UTERINE 








1. METRITIS 





Acute, Very rare. 


Chronic. 


” 


CERVICITIS. 








Acute. 


Chronic. 





1, Gen. sym 








General Symptoms: 


pain, accompanied 
with rectal, vesical 


with nausea 


£45 





vomiting. 





great sensitiveness. 





Touch : 








a, Vagina hot and 
dry, unless from co- 
existing endometri- 





tis there be puru- 
lent discharge. 
b. Organ low in 








pelvis, os enlarged, 
cervix swollen, 
pressure on cervix 
very painful. 


ness most apparent 
upon rectal touch 
and‘ conjoined ma- 
nipulation. 


Speculum : 

a. Usually pro- 
duces too much 
pain to be used. 





a. Violent pelvic 


and uterine tenes-|jocomotion. 
mus, and sometimes 
and|coition painful. 


b. Pressure over|panied with pain, 
abd revealsjwhich begins sev- 


c. Painful tender-| 


General Symptoms: 
a. Dull, aug 
dragging pain in 
pa, increased by 


b. Defecation and 


c. Menses accom- 


eral days previous. 

d. Pain in mam- 
me during and be- 
fore menstruation. 

e. Darkening of 
areole of the breast 

Jj. Nausea and 
vomiting. 

g. Great nervous 
disturbance. 

h. Pressure on 
rectum with hem- 
orrhoids and ten- 
esmus. 

i. Pressure on 
bladder with vesi- 
cal tenesums. 
Touch : 
a, Enlargement 
b. Tenderness. 


Speculum : 
Nothing revealed 
specially. 











Probe 
a. Produces intol- 


erable pain and can 
not usually be re- 


sorted to. 


Probe : 

a. Usually reveals 
fome flexion or ver- 
sion, tenderness. 





See Acute 


Metritis. 


General Symptoms : 
a. Pain in back 
and loins. 
b Pressure’ on 
bladder or rectum. 
ce. Painful and 
sometimes profuse 
menstruation. 
d. Difficulty of lo- 
|\comotion. 
e. Nervous disor 


’ |ders 


J Pain during 
sexual intercourse. 
g. Dyspepsia, 
headache, __ general 
lastitude and debil- 
ty. 


Touch : 

a Uterus iow 
dow. 

b. Cervix large, 
swollen and painful 
and oS may admit 
finger. 

c. Usually tender- 
ness. 


Speculum : 
Confirms signs 
evinced ')y touch. 


Probe : 

Reveals great sen- 
sitiveness before 
reaching os inter- 
num, but nothin 
beyond that. 
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INFLAMMATION, DIVIDED AS FOLLOWS: 





3. ENDOMETRITIS. 


4. ENDOCERVICITIS. 





Acute. 


Chronic. 


Acute. 


Chronic. 





See Acute 
Endocer- 


vicitis. 


Gen. Symptoms : 
a. “eucorrhea 
streaked, glairy and 


General Symptoms : 

a Dragging weight 
and pelo in pelvis, pain 
in back, groin and 





b y. 
b. Menstrual disor- 
ers. 


ec. Pain in back, 
groins and hypogas- 
trium. 

d. Nervous disor- 
ders. 

e. Tympanitis. 
J. Symptoms 
pregnacy. 

g. Sterility. 


of 


Touch : 

a. Conjoined ma- 
nipulation revels 
tenderness of fundus. 


Speculum : 
a. Reveals nothing 
special. 


Probe : 


ternum. . 

b. Uterine 
prolonged. 

c. Tenderness. 
Withdrawal followed 
by blood. 


cavity 





thighs. 

b. Rectal and vesical 
tenesmus. 

c. Purulent discharge 
sometimes bloody after 
three or four days. 

d. Tympanitis and 
tender abdomen. 


s 





Touch : 

a. Vagina hot and d y 

cr covered with above 
aischarge. 
6. Os gaping, cervix 
swollen and _ tender, 
body slightly enlarged, 
whole organ lower in 
pelvis than normal. 


Speculum : 

a. Servix puffy, swol- 
len and red. fluid exud- 
ing from os either clear, 
albuminous looking 
mucopus or stringy and 
tenacious. 





a. Patulous os in- P. 





robe : 

a. Great tenderness 
throughout whole or- 
gan and removal fol- 
lowed by a few drops 
ot blood. 





General ptoms : 
a. Deets sensation in the 
pelvis, 

b. Pain in back and loins in- 
creased by exercise. 

c. Profuse irritating leucor- 

rhea, like boiled starch. 

d. Menses too scanty or v. v., 
too frequent or v. v. 

e. Nervous, irascible, moody 
rere eaion, impatred, alt 

a on impaired, ulti- 
Bet spanemia, sometimes 
nausea, etc. 


Touch : 

a. Os in normal position, 
may be enlarged, lips puffy or 
may be roughened. 4 

b. Pain results from placing 
the finger under the cervix and 
pressing upwards. 


Speculum : 

a. Long, stringy, tough, te- 
inacious mucus, difficult to re- 
move, exuding from os. 

b. Cervix gone per = 
larged, may uffy and swol- 
yt) very red, as if ulcerat- 
ed, due to removal of investing 
epithelium. 


Probe: , 
a. Meets with obstruction at 
os internum. : 
b. Does not produce pain by 
striking against the walls of 
the fundus, nor is its removal 





followed by blood or mucus. 


—Chicago Medical Journal and Examiner. 
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CHOLERA INFANTUM—TREATMENT. 
BY B. D. KEATOR, M. D. 


As preliminary to touching upon the treatment of this dis- 
ease, I would not fail to mention the flannel bandage, to, -be 
worn about the abdomen as a means of prevention ; and to pro- 
test against the weaning of children (except through necessity) 
during the season of the year when this disease prevails. In a 
case of real cholera infantum, in which there are both vomiting 
and purging, it has always appeared to me that the vomiting did 
more immediate harm than the purging. It appears to be, in 
some way, directly connected with the development of cerebral 
difficulties; and hence our first aim should be to allay the gastric 
irritation. For this purpose, small doses of hydragyrum sub- 
muriate, triturated with white sugar and placed upon the tongue, 
often prove effectual. Some prefer to add a little plumb, 
. accetate, and both are used with considerable success. The 
cerium oxalate, in doses of one-sixth to one-fourth of a grain re- 
peated at short intervals, I regard quite as successful, if not more 
so. But the best remedy of all, in my opinion, is creasote or 
carbolic acid with an alkali. Add to a goblet of water two or 
three drops of creasote and a pinch of sodium bicarbonate. Of 
this give a teaspoonful often as required, withhold all drink for 
atime, place a sinapism, weakened with flour, over the stomach, 
and you will generally succeed. Or, in the place of this, a drop 
of creasote, added to an ounce and a half of lime water, and 
given in teaspoonful doses, will answer as well. 

If there is evidence of torpidity of the liver, half to a grain of 
hydragyrum submuriate, guarded by as much Dover’s powder, 
may be given once in six or eight hours, until the function of 
that organ be restored. I say this may be done, and I have of- 
ten done it ; but of late I have a better remedy. Whether there 
be dscomposition. of bile in this disease, as supposed by a writer 
before quoted (Mann) or not, I cannot say; but I can certify 
that the remedy he proposes is.an excellent one, almost specific, 


Here is the formula. 
47 
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Potassii sulphat..,......... evobeoed ‘ 
* Sodi bicarbonate., ........sscccscees 
Caryophyl. pulv.,..... -.....000.... 0z ss 

Mix, and divide in twelve powders. For use, put one of the 
powders in a cup, and add three tablzspoonfuls of hot water. 
Dose, one teaspoonful, warm as it can be taken, every half hour, 
until bright yellow bile appears in the stools. 

This is the original, with directions ; but I use it somewhat 
differently. I keep it on hand in quantity, using it both for 
adults and children for all bilious symptoms. In cases of Cholera 
Infantum, puta teaspoonful of the powder and a tablespoonful of 
augar in a teacup, and fill with boiling water. When cool 
enough to use, give one teaspoonful every fifteen or twenty 
minutes, withholding drink until vomiting ceases, then every 
~ hour until it acts on the bowels as before mentioned. Though 
having the appearance of a nauseous dose, I find this to remain 
on the stomach when scarcely anything else will. 

But to return. After the vomiting is checked, our attention 
should next be given tc the diarrhoea. The practice of giving 
astringents and opiates, with the intention of suddenly checking 
the diarrhoea, is, I am satisfied from experience, decidedly 
harmful not to say dangerous. 

Opium, ur even morphia may be given in most cases with 
benefit, but in such minute doses as to secure and keep up, as 
long as required, its soothing and stimulating influence without 
reaching its stupefying and narcotic effects. If the brain is in a 
condition of anemia, what will better tone and send the blood 
to its empty vessels than stimulating, not depressing, doses of 
opium ? 

The effect of subnitrate of bismuth, combined with small 
doses of Dover’s powder—say three to five grains of the former, 
and one-fourth to one grain of the latter—is sometimes very 
satisfactory. It appears to exert a soothing and quieting influ- 
ence on the irritated mucous membrane of the stomach, and 
thus diminishes general nervous excitement. A convenient 
form of administration is to add it to the ordinary chalk mix- 


R. Aloes‘socot pulv.,.......s0.s.seeeee 
\ aa ozi 
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ture, in the proportion of thirty grains to the ounce of chalk mix- 
ture, with the addition of paregoric in some cases. This, ac- 
cording to the old adage, must be ‘‘shaken before taken.” 

The only astringent allowable in the early stages of Cholera 
Infantum proper, in my opinion, is zinc oxide. This, besides its 
astringency, is a nervine, and like the bromides lessens cerebral 
hyperemia, and is, on the whole, one of the best remedies we 
possess for this disease. Not only will it quiet general nervous 
irritability, but, like the bismuth subnitrate, it has a soothing 
influence directly on the irritated gastro-intestinal mucous mem- 
brane. There may be some who will take exceptions at this, 
but such is my opinion after an extensive use of it. To neutra- 
lize acidity, as well as prevent the possible formation of zinc 
salts, in the stomach, it should be combined, when used in this 
disease, with sodium bicarbonate, in about the proportion of 
eight grains of the sodium salt to each drachm of the zinc. 

The action of creasote and carbolic acid are nearly the same, 
but what difference there is appears to be in favor of the.crea- 
sote in this disease. The beneficial effect of these medicines is 
not limited to the arrest of vomiting ; but they appear to be 
among the best means of checking the diarrhoea also, and from 
their antiseptic properties of preventing fermentation in the 
stomach, as well as tending to lessen the destructive changes 
likely to occur in the mucous membrane. In using carbolic 
acid, the following formula from Professor Davis, of Chicago, is 
a very excellent one: 

R. Crystal carbol acid, ers. iii 
Glycerine (Bower's, )........+.ss000+ soccese OZ. SS 
PaPegOt ie. Liss .is. ces cc 0e detassin ” tokoosaney oz. i 


Mix. Dose, twenty drops every half hour, until the vomiting 
ceases ; then every two hours. (Vide Half-Yearly Compendium, 
January, 1873.) 

A favorite formula with me for administering creasote and 
morphia in proper doses is as follows: 

R. Creasote, 
Morphia sulph.,........-+++00+ 
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Ess. peppermint, Wises kd oy Sees eveses ‘ati 
Syrv rheisaromat. yous cetene. vee ceeds dtux 
Glycerine (Bower’s).:.«+4++«+++s eeisinee ON X 


Mix. .To.a child of one year, give from ten, to- fifteen drops, 
ina teaspoonful of milk, every two hours,,while awake, If in 
the vomiting stage, only. a, few drops frequently, repeated, with 
lime water.and milk,. withholding drink., .. 

Much benefit is often obtained in, this disease by the use of 
mucilages ; especially should they..be given during the use of 
creasote or,carbolic acid, . Among these I prefer salep, twenty 
grains to four ounces.of hot water; and next gum.arabic. 

After the first stages of the disease have passed by, the dis- 
charges often become less, frequent but more copious, the dis- 
ease passing into a chronic, stage. . Here the treatment must 
be tonic and supporting. Now, with.the exception of iron, in 
cases where it is. plainly indicated, no. tonic can come in com- 
petition with, salicin, given in half to grain doses to.a child one 
year old, three or four times daily. It.appears to be not only 
better than quinia, in restoring appetite and aiding digestion, 
but is the best remedy we have, in moderating the diarrhea, 
which it does in a gradual and apparently natural.way, without 
the development.of the complications oe its arrest by 
ordinary astringent treatment. 

We meet with. cases.of this. disease,,in its.chronic form, 
which baffles all .our -skill, to arrest, and, our,only hope is to 
bridge them over till the approach of cool.weather. Such cases 
I would trust to good nourishment,.port wine, and salicin. 
Whenever the discharges become.purulent, or there, is any evi- 
dence of intestinal ulceration, 1 have found potassium chlorate, 
combined with a little Dover’s powder, worthy.of much confi- 
dence. ts fc 

In those cases which supervene on retrocession of heat rash 
lichen tropicus of Dr. McBride, and which I am ‘confident con- 
stitute a large percentage of the. worst cases we, meet with every 
season—our aim should be.to determine the blood to: the sur- 
face, recall'the) rash if. possible, and so. relieve the congested 
mucous membrane of the stomach and bowels.. For this pur- 
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pose no single remedy equals belladona. Dr. McBride gives 
it in half drop doses of the fluid extract, until the cuticular cir- 
culation is re-established. This dosé was for a child of one 
year. I would advise, in addition, that the child have a warm 
mustard bath, or be enveloped in a shaw! or other woolen 
piece, wrung out of warm mustard water, and cooling’ drink be 
given. In such cases, we often find the mucous membrane of 
the mouth very red and hot, and the child ready to swallow any- 
thing in a liquid form, be it even a nauseous dose of medicine, 
for the sake of drink. In these cases, nothing appears to give 
so immediate relief as scraped ice, in half teaspoonful doses, or 
in the form of ice cream. 

As it has been shown that the brain has been found, post 
mortem, in’ opposite conditions, the treatment should, so far as 
possible, be adapted to the condition present in each case. If 
there be evidence of cerebral hyperzemia, the best remedies, ac- 
cordirg to my observation, are the bromides and zinc oxide. 
The bromides must be given, in such cases, in sufficient doses 
to control spasm and compel sleep. I have had recoveries from 
apparently hopeless cases of this character, by keeping the pa- 
tients asleep by the use of- potassium bromide, for several days 
in succession, only disturbing them at proper intervals for the 
administration of nourishment in the shape of milk or sweet 
cream. We thus give the oppressed brain the rest it needs for 
recuperation. Warm foot-baths, and frequent bathing of the 
head with cool water, are also proper additional means. 

On the contrary, as is more often the case, if the brain give 
evidences of anemia, belladonna, from its action on the extreme 
capillary circulation, and nux vomica, from its power to arouse 
herve energy, are the most reliable means at our command. 
Although opium and belladonna are antagonistic, in some re- 
spects, yet it appears to me that when alternated in the proper 
dose of each, they have been co-workers for good in cerebral 
anemia. The head should not be elevated, and should be kept 
at a warm, even temperature by a woolen cap. These means 


should be aided by nourishment in the shape of brandy and 
cream, or pounded raw. beefsteak and wine.—American Practt- 


* 
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PHOSPHIDE OF ZINC. 


Phosphide of zinc is one of the very few articles that have 
stood the test of experience out of the very many additions to 
the Materia Medica introduced in recent times. In fact, the 
large range of nervous affections that resist almost_all forms of 
medication, renders it very important to the practitioner that 
those remedial agents which have stood the test of experience 
in treating these often too stubborn affections, be brought prom- 
inently before his attention. 

The phosphide of zinc, so far, has proven a most efficient 
agent in the successful treatment of the major part of a certain 
class of affections. In very many instances it has been far more 
curative in these cases than phosphorus. Considered in the 
light of a curative agent, the phosphide of zinc stands alone, 
not only for the certainty, but for the rapidity of its action, asa 
nervous tonic and stimulant. Its value, in these respects, has 
of late been fairly tested in the last and exhausting stages of 
typhoid and other fevers where the nervous energies have been 
so far prostrated as to render convalescence, if not doubtful, at 
least tedious and protracted. 

The great therapeutic value of the phosphide of zinc is de- 
clared in the most emphatic manner when used in the treatment 
of that protean form of disease known as neuralgia. Compared 
with phosphorus as a curative agent in neuralgia, the phosphide 
of zinc has decidedly the advantage in numerous respects. 
While it is acknowledged by the best observers in the profes- 
sion, that the former is seldom curative in doses less than one- 
twentieth of a grain, often calling for as high as one-tenth and 
one-fourth, the phosphide of zinc yields as reiiable and more 
speedy results in doses of one-tenth to one-eighth of a grain. 
But few stomachs can tolerate more than one-thirtieth of a 
grain of phosphorus before manifesting symptoms of irritation, 
which, in connection with the ‘‘ matchy ” taste soon evolved in 
eructations following an efficient dose of phosphorus, seldom 
fails to engender disgust to its farther continuarice. Nor are these 
disagreeable results altogether abolished by any of the multitu- 
« 
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dinous formule now in vogue. These brawbacks and inconve- 
niences are, no doubt, caused by the length of time phosphorus 
remains in the stomach before it is absorbed. On the other 
hand, experience with the phosphide of zinc has proven that it 
enters the circulation far more rapidly than the element, and 
when administered in doses of one-eighth to one twelfth of a 
grain, produces its curative influence far more readily and is 
equally as permanent in therapeutic power. 


Inneuralgias, especially those that are due to loss of nerve 
force or exhaustion of the general system from causes that have 
lowered the constitutional resistance of the vital economy, it 
acts sometimes so like a charm, as to challenge the gratitude of 
the patient and the admiration of the prescriber. 


Not many years ago, I was treating a case of neuralgia of 
the fifth pair, which showed so rebellious a front, as to re- 
sist such remedies as ergot, belladonna, the bromides, qui- 
nine and hyoscyamus, combined with morphia, iron, etc., I 
resorted to the phosphorous piil, but soon found that the pa- 
tient could not take enough of the remedy to do any good, be- 
fore disagreeable symptoms in the stomach presented them- 
selves, which, with the disgusting matchy eructation, engendered 
such disgust asto cause me to withhold its further use. At 
this juncture I ordered phosphide of zinc, one-eighth grain 
every four hours in pill form. After the fourth dose, the pain 
was materially modified, and in three days there was entire ces- 
sation of pain from which date recovery was permanent. 

In a case of undoubted angina, I found the phosphide of zinc a 
most remarkable remedy for good. 

I am unable to say what the value of the remedy would be in 
mania. However, it seems from what I have heard and read of 
the results obtained fromits use in this class of diseases, that it 
promises to be valuable. 

Loss of memory, and impotency, are very favorably influenced 
by the phosphide of zinc. A gentleman engaged in large mer- 
cantile transactions, whose mind was kept intensely occupied 
with business during the day, complained to me that he found 
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his memory (that had always, up to a few motnhs before, been 
remarkably retentive), becoming treacherous, that he was get- 
ting very forgetful. I gave him two dozen phosphide of zinc 
pills, requiring him to take one three times a day. I saw hima 
week after, when he said he saw no difference in his condition. 
The pills were coutinued three weeks longer, by taking four a 
day, at the end of which time he was feeling much improved. 
With this he was encouraged to continue the treatment three 
months steadily, taking one-eighth of a grain three times a day, 
improving steadily until he regarded himsclf cured, 

Another instance of a loss of sleep from continued mental 
anxiety, in which the patient complained of being unable to 
sleep longer than one or two hours during the: night. Phos- 
phorus in this case was ill borne. Phosphide of zinc in one-twelfth 
grain dose every four hours was prescribed. The remedy ex- 
ercised good control over the case in a few days, which, after 
six weeks’ constant use, restored the lost balance of the nerv- 

ous system. 

_ The power of the phosphide of zinc in controlling nervous 
affections that have their orign in exhaustion or depression of 
the nervous forces, is now beyond a reasonable doubt. When 
properly administered and persistently persevered in, its cura- 
tive value in these classes of cases is sufficient to merit the at- 
tention and confidence of the profession at large. Having none 
of the disagreeable effects of phosphorus, jts rapid absorbtion 
into the circulation, its mild stimulant and tonic influences on the 
nervous centers, recommend it asa valuable curative agent in 
all forms of disease requiring phosphorus for their cure. 

The formula recommended by Prof. Wm. A. Hammond— 

R. Zinci phosphidi, grs. 7. 
. Ext. nucis vomice, rs. 1. 
In pills, I have obtained remarkably good results from. on 
Lous Med. & Surg. Journal. 
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CHOLERA INFANTUM—TREATMENT. 
BY B. D. KEATOR, M. D. 


As preliminary to touching upon the treatment of this dis- 
ease, I would not fail to mention the flannel bandage, to be 
worn about the abdomen as a means of prevention ; and to pro- 
test against the weaning of children (except through necessity) 
during the season of the year when this disease prevails. In a 
case of real cholera infantum, in which there are both vomiting 
and purging, it has always appeared to me that the vomiting did 
more immediate harm than the purging. It appears to be, in 
some way, directly connected with the development of cerebral 
difficulties, and hence our first aim should be to allay the gastric 
irritation. For this purpose, small doses of hydragyrum sub- 
muriate, triturated with .white sugar and placed upon the tongue, 
often prove effectual. Some prefer to add a little plumb, 
accetate, and both are used with considerable success. The 
cerium oxalate, in doses of one-sixth to one-fourth of a grain re- 
peated at short intervals, I regard quite as successful, if not more 
so. But the best remedy of all, in my opinion, is creasote or 
carbolic acid with an alkali. Add to a goblet of water two or 
three drops of creasote and a pinch of sodium bicarbonate. Of 
this give a teaspoonful often as required, withhold all drink for 
atime, place a sinapism, weakened with flour, over the stomach, 
and you will generally succeed. Or, in the place of this, a drop 
of creasote, added to an ounce and a half of lime water, and 
given in teaspoonful doses, will answer as well. 

If there is evidence of torpidity of the liver, half to a grain of 
hydragyrum submuriate, guarded by as much Dover’s powder, 
may be given once in six or eight hours, until the function of 
that organ be restored. I say this may be done, and I have of- 
ten done it ; but of late I have a better remedy. Whether there 
be dscomposition of bile in this disease, as supposed by a writer 
before quoted (Mann) or not, I cannot say; but I can. certify 
that the remedy he proposes is an excellent one, almost specific, 


Here is the formula. 
47 
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Potassii sulphati,..s..s00.s6..s500: 
Sodi bicarbonate., ........sccccccses 
CREME. SUID ns ccgtn cdipaneaperes 0z Ss 

Mix, and divide in twelve powders. For use, put one of the 
powders in a cup, and add three tabl2spoonfuls of hot water. 
Dose, one teaspoonful, warm as it can be taken, every half hour, 
until bright yellow bile appears in the stools. 

This is the original, with directions ; but I use it somewhat 
differently. I keep it on hand in quantity, using it both for 
adults and children for all bilious symptoms. In cases of Cholera 
Infantum, puta teaspoonful of the powder and a tablespoonful of 
augar in a teacup, and fill with boiling water. When cool 
enough to use, give one teaspoonful every fifteen or twenty 
minutes, withholding drink until vomiting ceases, then every 
hour until it acts on the bowels as before mentioned. Though 
having the appearance of a nauseous dose, I find this to remain 
on the stomach when scarcely anything else will. 

But to return. After the vomiting is checked, our attention 
should next be given tc the diarrhoea. The practice of giving 
astringents and opiates, with the intention of suddenly checking 
the diarrhoea, is, I am satisfied from experience, decidedly 
harmful not to say dangerous. 

Opium, or even morphia may be given in most cases with 
benefit, but in such minute doses as to secure and keep up, as 
long as required, its soothing and stimulating influence without 
reaching its stupefying and narcotic effects. Ifthe brain is in a 
condition of anemia, what will better tone and send the blood 
to its empty vessels than stimulating, not depressing, doses of 
opium ? 

The effect of subnitrate of bismuth, combined with small 
doses of Dover’s powder—say three to five grains of the former, 
and one-fourth to one grain of the latter—is sometimes very 
satisfactory. It appears to exert a soothing and quieting influ- 
ence on the irritated mucous membrane of the stomach, and 
thus diminishes general nervous excitement. A convenient 
form of administration is to add it to the ordinary chalk mix- 


R. Aloes socot pulv.,........ tha iloees 
aa ozi 
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ture, in the proportion of thirty grains to the ounce of chalk mix- 
ture, with the addition of paregoric,in some cases. This, ac- 
cording to the old adage, must be ‘‘shaken before taken.”’ 

The only astringent allowable in the early stages of Cholera 
Infantum proper, in my opinion, is zinc oxide. This, besides its 
astringency, is a nervine, and like the bromides lessens cerebral 
hyperemia, and is, on the whole, one of the best remedies we 
possess for this disease. Not only will it quiet general nervous 
irritability, but, like the bismuth subnitrate, it has a soothing 
influence directly on the irritated gastro-intestinal mucous’ mem- 
brane. There:may be some who will take exceptions at this, 
but such is my opinion after an extensive use of it. To neutra- 
lize acidity, as well as prevent the possible formation of zinc 
salts, in the stomach, it should be combined, when used in this 
disease, with sodium bicarbonate, in about the proportion of 
eight grains of the sodium salt to each drachm of the zinc. 

The action of creasote and carbolic acid are nearly the same, 
but what difference there is appears to be in favor of the crea- 
sote in this disease. The beneficial effect of these medicines is 
not limited to the arrest of vomiting; but they appear to be 
among the best means of checking the diarrhoea also, and from 
their antiseptic properties of preventing fermentation in the 
stomach, as well as tending to lessen the destructive changes 
likely to occur in the mucous membrane. In using carbolic 
acid, the following formula from Professor Davis, of Chicago, is 
a very excellent one: 

R. Crystal carbol acid, 
Glycerine (Bower’s, ) 
Paregoric 
Water......... Mavi bide ds ciddd taboos dadivedoodd OZ. iss 

Mix. Dose, twenty drops every half hour, until the vomiting 
ceases ; then every twohours. (Vide Half-Yearly Compendium, 
January, 1873.) 

A favorite formula with me for administering creasote and 
morphia in proper doses is as follows: 

R,. -Greasote ss. 00s, -beinsooes 
Morphia sulph,, ..........seeeensene eee 








e 
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Ess. peppermint, 


Syr. rhei. aromat. ,.....0.-.-seceeecees dr.x 
Glycerine (Bower’s)........ scatayisiidihd j 


Mix. To.achild of one year, give from.ten to fifteen drops, 
in a teaspoonful of milk, every two hours while awake. If in 
the vomiting stage, only a few drops frequently repeated, with 
lime water and milk, withholding drink. 

Much benefit is often obtained in this disease by the use of 
mucilages; especially should they be given during the use of 
creasote or carbolic acid. Among these I prefer salep, twenty 
grains to four ounces of hot water; and next gum.arabic. 

After the first stages of the disease have passed by, the dis- 
charges often become less frequent but more copious, the dis- 
ease passing into a chronic stage. Here the treatment must 
be tonic and supporting. Now, with the exception of iron, in 
cases where it is plainly indicated, no tonic can come in com- 
petition with salicin, given in half to grain doses to.a child one 
year old, three or four times daily. It.appears to be not only 
better than quinia, in restoring appetite and aiding digestion, 
but is the best remedy we have in moderating the diarrhea, 
which it does in a gradual and apparently natural way, without 
the development of the complications following its arrest by 
ordinary astringent treatment. 

We meet with cases of this disease, in its chronic fone, 
which baffles all our skill to arrest, and our only hope is to 
bridge them over till the approach of cool weather. Such cases 
I would trust to good nourishment, port wine, and salicin. 
Whenever the discharges become purulent, or there is any evi- 
dence of intestinal ulceration, I have found potassium chlorate, 
combined with a little Dover's powder, worthy of much confi- 
dence. 

In those cases which supervene on retrocession of heat rash 
lichen tropicus of Dr. McBride, and which I am confident con- 
stitute a large percentage of the worst cases we meet with every 
season—our aim should be to determine the blood to the sur- 
face, recall the rash if possible, and so relieve the congested 
mucous membrane of the stomach and bowels, For this pur- 
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pose no single remedy equals belladona. Dr. McBride gives 
it in half drop doses of the fluid extract, until the cuticular cir- 
culation is re-established. This dose was for a child of one 
year. I would advise, in addition, that the child have a warm 
mustard bath, or be enveloped in a shawl or other woolen 
piece, wrung out of warm mustard water, and cooling drink be 
given. In such cases, we often find the mucous membrane of 
the mouth very red and hot, and the child ready to swallow any- 
thing in a liquid form, be it even a nauseous dose of medicine, 
for the sake of drink. In these cases, nothing appears to give 
so immediate relief as scraped ice, in half teaspoonful doses, or 
in the form of ice cream. 

As it has been shown that the brain has been found, post 
mortem, in opposite conditions, the treatment should, so far as 
possible, be adapted to the condition present in each case. If 
there be evidence of cerebral hyperemia, the best remedies, ac- 
cordirg tomy observation, are the bromides and zinc oxide. 
The bromides must be given, in such cases, in sufficient doses 
to control:spasm and compel sleep. I have had recoveries from 
apparently hopeless cases of this character, by keeping the pa- 
tients asleep by the use of potassium bromide, for several days 
in succession, only disturbing them at proper intervals for the 
administration of nourishment in the shape of milk or sweet 
cream. We thus give the oppressed brain the rest it needs for 
recuperation. Warm foot-baths, and frequent bathing of the 
head ‘with cool water, are also proper additional means. 

On the contrary, as is more often the case, if the brain give 
evidences of anzemia, belladonna, from its action on the extreme 
capillary circulation, and nux vomica, from its power to arouse 
nerve energy, are the most reliable means at our command. 
Although opium and belladonna are antagonistic, in some re- 

_ Spects, yet it appears to me that when alternated in the proper 
dose of each, they have been co-workers for good in cerebral 
anemia. The head should not be elevated, and should be kept 
ata warm, even temperature by a woolen cap. These means 


‘should be aided by nourishment in the shape of brandy and 
cream, or pounded raw’ beefsteak and wine.— American Practi- 
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PHOSPHIDE OF ZINC, 


Phosphide of zinc is one of the very few articles that have 
stood the test of experience out of the very many additions to 
the Materia Medica introduced in recent times. In fact, the 
large range of nervous affections that resist almost all forms of 
medication, renders it very important to the practitioner that 
those remedial agents which have stood the test of experience 
in treating these often too stubborn affections, be brought prom- 
inently before his attention. 

The phosphide of zinc, so far, has proven a most efficient 
agent in the successful treatment of the major part of a certain 
class of affections. In very many instances it has been far more 
curative in these cases than phosphorus. Considered in the 
light of a curative agent, the phosphide of zinc stands alone, 
not only for the certainty, but for the rapidity of its action, as a 
nervous tonic and stimulant. Its value, in these respects, has 
of late been fairly tested in the last and exhausting stages of 
_ typhoid and other fevers where the nervous energies have been 
so far prostrated as to render convalescence, if not doubtful, at 
least tedious and protracted. 

The great therapeutic value of the phosphide of zinc is de- 
clared in the most emphatic manner when used in the treatment 
of that protean form of disease known as neuralgia. Compared 
with phosphorus as a curative agent in neuralgia, the phosphide 
of zinc has decidedly the advantage in numerous respects. 
While it is acknowledged by the best observers in the profes- 
sion, that the former is seldom curative in doses less than ‘one- 
twentieth of a grain, often calling for as high as one-tenth and 
one-fourth, the phosphide of zinc yields as reiiable and more 
speedy results in doses of one-tenth to one-eighth of a,grain. 
But few stomachs can tolerate more than one-thirtiethZof a 
grain of phosphorus before manifesting symptoms of irritation, 
which, in connection with the ‘‘ matchy ” taste soon evolved’in 
eructations following an efficient dose of phosphorus, seldom 
fails to engender disgust to its farther continuance. Nor are these 
disagreeable results altogether abolished by any of the multitu- 
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dinous formule now in vogue. These brawbacks and.inconve- 
niences are, no doubt, caused by the length of time phosphorus 
remains in the stomach before it is absorbed. On the other 
hand, experience with the phosphide of zinc has proven that it 
enters the circulation far more rapidly than the element, and 
when administered in doses of one-eighth to one twelfth of a 
grain, produces its curative influence far more readily and is 
equally as permanent in therapeutic power. 


Inneuralgias, especially those that are due to loss of nerve 
force or exhaustion of the general system from causes that have 
lowered the constitutional resistance of the vital economy, it 
acts sometimes so like a charm, as to challenge the gratitude of 
the patient and the admiration of the prescriber, 


Not many years ago, I was treating a case of neuralgia of 
the fifth pair, which showed so rebellious a front, as to re- 
sist such remedies as ergot, belladonna, the bromides, qui- 
nine and hyoscyamus, combined with morphia, iron, etc., I 
resorted to the phosphorous pill, but soon found that the pa- 
tient could not take enough of the remedy to do any good, be- 
fore disagreeable symptoms in the stomach presented them - 
selves, which, with the disgusting matchy eructation, engendered 
such disgust asto cause me to withhold its further use. At 
this juncture I ordered phosphide of zinc, one-eighth grain 
_ every four hours in pill form. After the fourth dose, the pain 
was materially modified, and in three days there was entire ces- 
sation of pain from which date recovery was permanent. 

In a case of undoubted angina, I found the phosphide of zinc a 
most remarkable remedy for good. 

I am unable to say what the value of the remedy would be in 
mania. However, it seems from what I have heard and read of 
the results obtained from its use in this class of diseases, that it 
promises to be valuable. 

Loss of memory, and impotency, are very favorably influenced 
by the phosphide of zinc. .A gentleman engaged in large mer- 
cantile transactions, whose mind was kept intensely occupied 
with business during the day, complained to me that he found 

‘ 
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his memory (that had always, up to a few motnhs before, been 
remarkably retentive), becoming treacherous, that he was get- 
ting very forgetful. I gave him two dozen phosphide of zinc 
pills, requiring him to take one three times a day. I saw hima 
week after, when he said he saw no difference in his condition, 
The pills were coutinued three weeks longer, by taking four.a 
day, at the end ‘of which time he was feeling much improved, 
With this he was encouraged to continue the treatment three 
months steadily, taking one-eighth of a grain three times a day, 
improving steadily until he regarded himsclf cured. 

Another instance of a loss of sleep from continued mental 
anxiety, in which the patient complained of being unable to 
sleep longer than one or two hours during the night. Phos. 
phorus in this case was ill borne. Phosphide of zinc in one-twelfth 
grain dose every four hours was prescribed.. The remedy ex- 
ercised good control over the case in a few days, which, after 
six weeks’ constant use, restored the lost balance of the nerv- 
ous system. 

The power of the phosphide of zinc in controlling nervous 
affections that have their orign in exhaustion or depression of 
the nervous forces, is now beyond a reasonable doubt. When 
properly administered and persistently persevered in, its cura- 
tive value in these classes of cases is sufficient to merit the at- 
tention and confidence of the profession at large. Having none 
of the disagreeable effects of phosphorus, its rapid absorbtion 
into the circulation, its mild stimulant and tonic influences on the 
nervous centers, recommend it asa valuable curative agent in 
all forms of disease requiring phosphorus for their cure. 

The formula recommended by Prof. Wm. A. Hammond— 

Rk. Zinci phosphidi, grs. ,). 
Ext. nucis vomice, rs. 1. 
In pills, I have obtained remarkably good results from.—S. 
Lous Med. & Surg. Journal, 
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NOTES ON THE LOCAL TREATMENT OF CERTAIN 
DISEASES OF THE SKIN. 
BY L. DUNCAN BULKLEY, A. M., M. D. 

In a former article* I directed attention to the fact that in the 
practice of dermatology there was a constant necessity for dis- 
crimination in the use of local measures, and that diseases of the 

skin were to be treated on principles corresponding much to those 
applying to general medicine, and that while harsh and stimulat- 
ing remedies may be successful in the hands of those well versed 
in their use, in many cases, the same treatment indiscriminately 
employed is fraught with danger here. Some mention was made 
of the use of baths, especial reference being to full water baths, 
medicated to suit the case, as will be detailed later on. A word 
may here be given in reference to sulphur vapor baths, which I 
constantly see misused. The impression is common that they are 
of much service in diseases of the skin, and they are ordered for 
the most diverse states. Sulphur has attained its reputation in this 
class of disease largely from its almost specific power over scabies, 
when properly used, but in my experience sulphur baths as ordi- 
narily given have but little effect on the itch, and cannot compare 
with athorough use of sulphur ointment. In psoriasis sulphur va- 
por baths are sometimes of service, but I have now under my care 
a young lady in whom six sulphur vapor baths, ordered by a pre- 
vious physician for a very local psoriasis, caused the development 
of a very general, greatly inflamed eruption, eczematous in 
nature, covering all of both arms, the neck, thighs. &c., to the 
great discomfort of the patient. This form of treatment is very 
seldom applicable to eczema,but where the disease is very chronic, 
and there are no moist portions, and the skin is found to be not 
very susceptible to external irritants, it may be recommended with 
advantage, but must always be prescribed with precaution. I am 
pretty sure that I have seen more harm done in general from the 
use of sulphur vapor baths in the hands of others, than I have 
witnessed good, when I have ordered them. 

Having premised this much in general, I will detail briefly the 


*Archives of Dermatology, April, 1876, p. 212. 
48 
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local treatment I am in the habit of using in public and private 
practice in the various diseases affecting the skin, and for con- 
veniencc of writing and reference, I will refer them in alphabeti- 
cal order. It will be understood that I do not propose to enter 
the subject of the general treatment of these diseases, nor do | 
by any means wish to place local treatment before the manage- 
ment of the patient, and the proper use of internal remedies, 
The object of this article is only to report for the use of the gen- 
eral practitioner, the local mzasures which may be safely employ. 
ed, as I have usedthem conjointly with constitutional treatment. 
I will not quote authorities, nor even give credit for any of the 
prescriptions, for it would be a very difficult task to state whence 
my information was derived in many instances, or whether the 
practice was original with myself, 

I. Acne. More cases of acne require. in my judgment, a sooth 
ing or moderately astringent local treatment than one stimulat- 
ing or harsh in character. Perhaps the most universally applic- 
able agent is hot water, which most certainly relieves the inflam- 

. ed masses of very acute acne, and more sluggish elements of in- 
durated and rosaceous acne. The water, as hot as can be borne, 
is applied with a cloth, holding it to the face fora few moments 
repeatedly, until every portion of the eruption has been soaked 
several times. The face is then dried and an astringent lotion is 
applied ; the one I commonly use is as follows: R. potass. Sul- 
phuret., Zinci Sulphat , aa dr. i.; Aqua Rose oz. iv. M. When 
there is more inflammation, and there is burning and some itch- 
ing, still more soothing applicationsare necessary, and this lotion 
may be applied repeatedly during the day: R. Pulv. Calamin. 
prep., dr. i. ; Zinci Oxidi, dr. i. ; Glycerin., dr. ij. ; Aquae Rose 
vel Aquz Sambucci, oz. iv. M. 

When the masses are larger and more obstinate, I find very 
good results from a wash of Ether and Sulphur, thus: R. Sulph. 
lot., dr. i. ; Etheris Sulph., dr. iv.; Alcoh. oz. iii ss.,.M. Not 
unfrequently far more stimulating applications are required in 
acne, and use is made of potash applications, soft soap, etc. 
But these are not to be used when the face is inflamed, or when 
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there is much development of new acne elements ; when the skin 
is dry, when comedones are abundant, and when the papules, or 
pustules are sluggish I use with advantage a wash of caustic 
potash, from 5 to 15 grains to the ounce of rosewater (far more 
frequently the former strength and rarely the latter), and this is 
followed by one of the following ointments, mentioned in the 
order of increasing strength: R. Zinci Oxidi, dr. i.; Ung. Aque 
Rose, oz. i. M.: R. Unguent. Hyd. Precip. Alb., dr. ij. ; Ung. 
Aquz Rose, dr. vj. M.: R. Unguent. Hydrarg, Oxid. Rub., 
dr. ij.; Ung. Aqua Rose, dr. vj.; M.: R. Unguent. Hydarg. 
Nitrat., dr. ij.; Unguent. Aque Rose, dr. vj. M.—These may 
be further increased in strength as the exigencies of the case de- 
mand. 

A very important point to be borne in mind in prescribing for 
acne is that if a mercurial and a sulphur application are made 
conjointly, or immediately following each other, chemical change 
takes place, and the skin is very unpleasantly darkened, often 
causing much alarm; patients should therefore be cautioned to 
allow at least 24 hours to elapse, with repeated bathing in hot 
water, between the use of any preparations containing sulphur 


and those with mercury or lead. 

When the production of inflammatory papules has about 
ceased, I find advantage from the use of the German green soap, 
sapo viridis, which the patient rubs on the skin pretty firmly 
with flannel and warm water at night. If any of these applica- 
cations dry the skin too much, I find much benefit from the use 
of sweet cream from milk, (a saucer of good milk standing over 
night will produce enough cream fora day’s use), or the Vase- 
line answers very well, or ordinary cold cream, Ung. Aque 


Rose. 

The comedones, or clogged subaceous glands, are best empt- 
ied by pressure upon them with the end of a small tube, with 
an aperture of about 1-16 of an inch, or a new watch-key; the 
orifice is placed over the little black speck, and firm pressure is 
made perpendicular to the surface, when, in most cases, the 
worm-like mass will rise partly or completely from its gland, and 
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may be readily removed. The masses in indurate acne should 
be opened with a lancet inserted perpendicularly, as soon as pus 
is discovered; it is also best to open all suppurating glands as 
early as practicable. 

II. Alopecia. Alopecia is such an indefinite term, and baldness 
may result from so many causes, that it is different to lay down 
any definite line of local treatment. Where it is the result of a 
seborrhoea, in which case the dandruff is a prominent feature, 
the treatment of this is necessary to the cure of the former. Lo- 
cally the following ointment has proved serviceable in my hands 
jt removing the scaliness and restoring the hair: R. Tinct. Can- 
tharid. dr. i.; Ung. Hydrarg. Nitrat., dr. ij. Ung Aque Ros, 
dr. vj: Ol. Amygdal, Amare. gtt. ij. M. 

Where the loss of hair is the result of ringworm, and occurs 
in spots, with a dirty, slightly scaly surface, and nibbled off 
hairs, the parasite disease must be removed before the hair can 
be restored. In the fall of hair due to syphilis, it is best not to 
attempt ariy local treatment until its advance has been arrested 
by internal treatment, as the applications made will be pretty 
certain to have the immediate effect of increasing the shedding 
of the hair; after the hairs have ceased to fall, the following 
wash may tie used, though I question if the hair is not repro- 
duced quite as quickly without any local treatment: R. Tinct. 
Catnarid, dr. ij. ; Tinct. Capici, dr. iv. : Olei, Ricini, 0Z. ss. ; 
Aquz Cologniensis, ad. oz. iv. M. 

The same application is a valuable hair stimulant in the loss 
of hair after febrile diseases, and in simple debility, the propor- 
tion of the cantharides and capsicum may be increased until 
slight tinging and redness follows a pretty firm application, with 
a bit of flannel. Quinine is also a good hair tonic, and may be 
used in the proportion of fifteen or twenty grains to the ounce, 
with half a drachm of tincture of nux vomica, and equal propor- 
tions of bay rum and rose water. 

II. Bromiadrosis. Offensive sweating of the hands, feet, axil- 
le, etc., is generally associated with or dependent upon exces- 
sive sweating or hyperidrosis, and the two may therefore be 
considered together. I have had good results from bathing the 
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parts once or twice a day with tincture of belladonna, or it may 
be rubbed in, care being taken not to produce too great con- 
stitution effect by it. About the best local treatment for the 
excessive sweating of the feet is the Unguentum diachyli of the 
German Pharmacopeeia, applied twice aday, and worn continu- 
ously next totheskin. I have long used it and found it gener- 
ally successful, but the belladonna is cleanlier and perhaps 
equally efficacious. Salicylic acid also gives good results either 
used in solution, a drachm or two to the ounce; with a little bo- 
rax, or in powder, thus; R. Acidi Salicylici, dr. iv. ; Zinci Car- 
bonat. precip., dr. iv.; Magnes. ustz, oz. iv., Pulvis Lycopodii, 
oz. iss. M. 

Cleanliness is, of course, all important, and the dipping the 
feet into very hot water before the application of the remedies 
will facilitate the cure, and the addition of a moderate propor- 
tion of tannin in the water (from two to four drachms to the 
pint) will further assist.—Avrchives of Dermeatology. 





* EUCALYPTUS IN DROPSIES. 
: BY J. B. LEARY, M. D. 


As L intend this paper to be the history of a few cases of 
general dropsy, in which Eucalyptus was employed, I will not 
speak of its botany other than to say that according to Professor 
Von Mueller, there are one hundred and thirty different species 
of this tree; and of these I have chosen Eucalyptus Globulus, 
and the preparation the fluid extract, to be the subject of my 
paper. It is now nearly four years since I first prescribed 
Eucalyptus as a specific in gonorrhcea, and it was while treating 
this disease that I first noticed its remarkable diuretic proper- 
ties, ‘‘the amount of urine passed by some patients while taking 
it being enormous.”’ I then thought since this causes such an 
abnormal activity of the renal organs, would it not be advisable 
to give it in cases of dropsy, and waited an opportunity to 
verify my suspicidns. 

The first case in which I tried it was a gentlemen, Mr. R., a 
resident of Jersey City, who had been told that he had acute 
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Bright’s Disease, and was given but a few weeks to live: Ihad 
but little hope of helping him until I saw him the following 
week, when his condition was so much improved I was led to 
continue its use; and in seven weeks had the satisfaction of 
having him go about and assume his usual avocation (packing. 
box maker.) This patient, when first seen, was unable to lie in 
the recumbent posture, his limbs were swollen past the capacity 
of his pantaloons, and he suffered considerable from dyspneea. | 
gave him the fluid extract in doses of ten minims four times a 
day. I should state that, ‘on examination, I found a small 
quantity of albumen in the urine, but found the liver enlarged 
and hobnailed, also cardic insufficiency. First saw the patient 
December, 1874; up to date has no return of dropsy ; discon- 
tinued Eucalyptus six months ago. 

Seconp Case.—Mrs. McC., aged forty-nine, widow, occupa- 
tion, housewife, first noticed she had dropsy in 1872; had been 
tapped three times before I saw her, December, 1874, and each 
time two gallons of water had been drawn off. 

I was called, as I have said, December, 1874, and had to tap 
to relieve dyspnoea; obtained about half pail of liquid. After 
tapping, placed her under.Eucalyptus and digitalis, as her dropsy 
was due to cardiac hypertrophy by dilatation; has never had 
any return of dropsy ; still continues taking the remedies first 
prescribed and enjoys very good health. 

THIRD CasE.—Mr. Wm. D., aged thirty-six, occupation 
none. When first seen, February, 1875, had but been three 
months discharged from the army ; was then under treatment, 
and his physician, homcepath, had given him up to die. I re- 
fused to give him anything, as I thought he had but a few hours 
to live; but at his own urgent solicitation gave him something, 
I prescribed digitalis and left. The following day I found him 
easier, and added Eucalyptus to his digitalis. For four days 
he remained in ‘‘statu quo,” and on the fifth day he remarked 
his legs, which were very much swollen, did not hurt him, and 
he thought they were getting smaller. That day his left calf 
was 21 inches in diameter, his right 23, both his thighs meas- 
used 33 inches. Fourteen days after his calves were 14 and 16 
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respectively, his thighs 26. They continued to diminish, until, 
five weeks after taking his first dose, his calves measured, left 
10, right 11; he was abl: to get on his shoes, and wa; walking 
about. This patient gave a specific history. Advised him to 
stop Eucalyptus, but continue digitalis, as he had slight mur- 
murs. Five months after was called to see him again. His 
condition was not quite so bad, but his testicles were very much 
enlarged and painful; did not tap him then, but again placed 
him under Eucalyptus, and he got well, and has continued tak- 
ing it. Cause of dropsy is his cardiac disease. 

FourtH Case.—Mr. J., when ftrst seen, had general anasarca, 
but not to such a great extent as previous cases. Was placed 
under Eucalyptus for seven weeks, when he discontinued all 
medication, being in perfect health, with the exception of car- 
diac hypertrophy, which does not trouble him. 

The fluid extract of Eucalyptus Globulus was given in these 
cases in doses of ten minims, and never increased, but in some 
dimished to eight minims, the system at no time tolerating it ; 
and in case three, it acts fully as well to-day as did the first 
dose. I have also given it in a great many cases of passive 
congestion of the kidneys, and always with benefit. In fact, 
whenever I need a diuretic I prescribe it, and have yet to see the 
case in which it failed, if the kidneys were not so far diseased as 
to be inert and lose their functions. 

Patients, while taking this drug, would sometimes complain 
of a very severe congestive headache, accompanied with tinnitus 
aurium ; that their appetite was very much better, though no 
tonic was prescribed, showing ‘a similarity to quinia, and in 
some cases, a laxative condition of the bowels was produced. 

Some may try this remedy and be disappointed in the result, 
which I think will be owing to the preparation used, or rather 
by whom prepared. Some may wish to give it in combination 
with other diuretics, and will find most preparations to be in- 
compatible, owing to the resin which it contains being precipi- 
tated. I have found that prepared by the firm of Lazell, Marsch 
& Gardner, of New York, to be the best, as it does not pre- 
cipitate with acids or alkalies.—King's County Medical Soctety. 
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THE MANAGEMENT OF ALBUMINURIA. 


In an article in-the London Medical Times and Gazette, Dr. 
W. H. Dickinson, of London, writes: 

To give rest, as far as may be, to an inflamed structure, is an 
old, sound maxim; and it is not less obvious, in regard to the 
system at large, that if a great channel of exit be obstructed, the 
materials which therefore tend to accumulate should be sparingly 
introduced. The diet with albuminuria, save with that of larda- 
ceous origin, in which the secreting power is until late little in- 
terfered with, while an exhausting discharge may have to be 
obviated, should be below the custom of health in its nitrogen- 
ous components. It may abound in milk and farinaceous mat- 
ter, while fish may often take the place of flesh, The increase 
of albumen in the urine, upon a too early resort to a meat diet, 
is acommon experience. With regard to liquids, it cannot be 
too strongly insisted upon that the functional strain upon the 
kidney is not to be measured by the quantity of water which 
filters through it, but by the quantity of refuse, mainly nitro- 
_ genous, which it has to convert and eliminate. Water, which 
probably transudes, almost as through dead membranes, probably 
makes little demand upon the real secretive function. The worst 
kidneys, indeed those most hopelessly incapable of their special 
work, will often discharge most of it; and it is easy to see that 
its passage, not to be regardei as the result of glandular effort, 
is salutary, both in the dilution of scanty and irritating urine, 
and also in washing out the solid products which, under the in- 
flammatory process, collect mischievously in the tubes. A fur- 
ther use is to be discerned in this law. The solids of the urine 
vary with its water. With given kidneys, the solid excreta wax 
and wane with the bulk of the urine. Any means, therefore— 
mere aqueous filtration as safely as any—which increase this will 
also magnify the components of the secretions which are essen- 
tial to life. With tubal nephritis, therefore, and scanty urine, 
an aqueous dietary, even with the addition of distilled water, or 
the element in some slightly sophisticated shape, will prove in 
every sense beneficial. In many, perhaps in most, cases of . 
nephritis of tabul origin these remedies of patriarchal simplicity, 
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‘spare diet and spring water,” are all that are needed to guide 
the disorder to its natural cure. To this surest and safest of 
diuretics others must often be added, both to lessen dropsy and 
to avert the dangers of uremia. Tite old rule is that, in recent 
cases, digitalis should be used; it seldom fails to increase the 
flow of urine, but Iam not sure that it does not sometimes do 
so with some exasperation of the inflammatory action. The 
bitartrate and acetate of potash, which have a purgative as well 
as a diuretic action, may probably be safely resorted to; and in 
chronic cases as much as may be done harmlessly by diuretics 
may be accomplished by means of scoparium, nitre and juniper. 
Cantharides and the more irritating agents of this class are gen- 
erally distinctly injurious, Perhaps, next to a regulation of the 
diet, itis most important to secure a daily and somewhat loose 
action of the bowes. Purgatives lessen the vascular tension, 
which, in both acute and chronic cases, is a measure of their 
danger; and while it is not advisable too largely to divert the 
urinary fluids by severe catharsis, increased hardness of the pulse 
and other more obvious aggravations of the general state, seldom 
fail to ensue upon constipation. When cerebral uremia is 
threatening, hard purging by elaterium or otherwise is essential. 
As a habitual laxative, a drug less used than it deserves to be— 
sulphate of potash—given two or three times a day in doses of 
from ten to twenty grains, is sometimes invaluable. It may be 
aided, if necessary, by Epson salts or cream of tartar.—J/ed. & 
Surg. Reporter, 


THE USE OF AROMATIC SULPHURIC ACID IN NE- 
CROSIS. 


By EPHRAIM CUTTER, M.D., CamBriper. 


April 10th, 1875, Dr. A., of Worcester, requested the wri- 
ter to remove the necrosed alveolar process of his wife’s sister. 
She was of middle age, pale, thin, weak, anxious and worn. She 
had suffered much with her tecth, Her upper right middle and 
two lateral incisors were found to be loose, and their lower ed- 
ges hanging below the line of their fellows. There was a fun- 
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goid, spongy swelling over the front of the diseased process, 
When this was pressed, pus freely exuded from several open. 
ings, and also from a softish, elastic swelling as large as a hazel 
nut, situated at the dome of the hard palate inside the month, 
The loosened teeth could be freely moved in every direction with 
the thumb and fingers. The roots of the teeth distinctly grated 
against the sound alveolar process. There was a complete sep- 
aration of the teeth and the bone. Dr. A. said that he had 
thought of using the aromatic sulphuric acid, but that the dis- 
ease was so extensive and the separation so complete, that ‘he 
regarded it as useless to try to save the teeth in any way. It 
appeared to the consulter, however, while the surgical extirpa- 
tion would be effective and justifiable, that if free incisions were 
made into the swollen and spongy gums, there would be an 
evacuation of the contents of the dilated capillaries and ab- 
scesses; that a healthy action would be promoted by relieving 
this unnatural distention, and that the necrosed bone might be 
slowly removed by the stimulation of the aromatic sulphuric 
acid topically applied, without destroying the teeth. It was 
thought that then the periosteum would lay down new bone in 
place of the old, and refasten the teeth in their old place. It 
was agreed to employ the following : 
R. Aromatic sulphuric acid 
A QUE .cocrcres..ccsosesereccees wecee eocess ose. J. 

By means of a half-ounce syringe supplied with a small ivory 
tip, one inch and a half long, and one-eighth inch in diameter, 
the acid solution was injected at first twice a day and afterwards 
once a day. About two drachms were used at each injection. 
The syringe tip was deeply buried into the soft tissues through 
one of the openings. Pus would freely exude from the other 
openings, even from that in the top of the mouth after each 
injection. 

Tonics were administered. A diet of animal food and ur 
bolted wheat was rigidly maintained. 

From the outset of this departure a marked improvement in 
the soft tissues occurred. But the teeth remained loose and 
dangling, and Dr. A. thought their recovery doubtful. It was 
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re-suggested that it would bean easy thing to remove them at 
any time if they did not'reset, but that the process of replacing 
old with new bone was of necessity 4 slow one. 

In about forty days the outer incisor became solidly fixed in 
its old site. Then the next incisor also tightened. The middle 
incisor tightened slowly. In November following it could be 
very slightly moved, but its edge was a little below the line of 
the other teeth. The other two incisors were as stiff as they 
ever were. A few spiculze of bone were removed from the 
front of the alveolar process during the period of the treatment. 
In the meantime the general health of the patient improved 
greatly. She gained in weight, color and strength. At the 
present time (July, 1876) she is entirely recovered. 

We think it is reasonable to connect the result in this case 
with the means employed, the acid, the tonics, and the food. 

Dr. Atkinson, of New York, has reported some remarkable 
instances of cure of necrosis by this agent, used in its full 
strength, it is said. It hastens the disintegrating and separating 
processes, and at the same time destroys the germs of parasitic 
micographic growths in the dead and dying bone. According 
to Dr Atkinson, it does not act unhealthily upon sound tissues 
whose vital connections are unimpaired. No substances stand 
higher than the mineral acids as antiseptics and destroyers of 
bacteria, amoebae, and vegetations of animal secretions. Were 
it not for their caustic eftects they would long ago have sup- 
planted carbolic acid.—Boston Med. & Surg, Jour. 


CAN ‘““PORT-WINE MARKS” ON THE FACE BE 
CURED? YES. 


By BALMANNO SQUIRE, M.D., Surgeon to the British Hospital for Dis- 
eases of the Skin, London. 


Few lesions of the skin are more hideously disfiguring ‘than 
the congenital “ Port-wine mark” of the face, I refer to the flat 
vascular nzevus which may so often be met with in every country, 
causing the greater part (often) of one side of the face to pre- 
sent a livid, dark crimson color, and conferring an almost de. 
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monical appearance of the unfortunate subject of this forbidding 
deformity. So many adults of all classes of society may be 
seen going about with this lesion in it$ pristine condition, that 
it is clear at once that nothing is commonly contrived for its re- 


relief, anda little experience suffices to prove that any at- 
tempt at interference with this deformity is commonly re. 


garded by the profession with disfavor. By some, the possibly 
uncontrollable hemorrhage is the fear entertained; by others, 
ths scar that would ensue from the only means that seems to be 
free from the objection cited—cauterization—is properly a reason 
for refraining. However, asI have satisfactorily ascertained, 
the disfigurment can be removed without leaving any trace of its 
former existence, or of the means employed for its removal, and 
that by a very simple, safe, painless, speedy and easy procedure. 


For the purpose in view I employ a cataract needle, the head of 
which is about four times the size of the ordinary cataract needle, 
With this needle I scarify the affected skin, making cleanly cut 
and parallel incisions over the affected area, and even also alittle 
beyond it. The incisions are spaced apart one-sixteenth of an inch. 
In order to render the operation painless, and at the same time 
prevent any flow of blood interfering with the draughtmanship 
of the lines, I first freeze the skin thoroughly by means of 
Dr. Richardson’s zther spray apparatus. Having. performed 
the operaticn over a limited area, I press on the scarified por- 
tion of skin with the fingers for about ten minutes, gently but 
firmly. At the end of this time all bleeding has definitely 
ceased. During the pressure a piece of white blotting paper is 
interposed between the fingers and the skin. The only styptic 
I employ is that of pressure employed as that above described. 
As to the depths of the incisions, they should be made of such 
depth as nearly to divide the entire thickness of, the cutis vera. 
Within a fortnight, if deftly performed, the operation has done 
its work without leaving trace of any kind save a notable and 
mest gratifying improvement. No scars are left by it. How- 
ever a precaution needs to be stated. No lateral traction 
must be made on the scarified skin either during or within half 
an hour after the performance of the operation. In exercising 
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styptic pressure after the operation, this essential precaution 
must be kept in view. When, in any case, any traction has 
been accidently made on the skin in a direction transverse to 
the direction of the cuts, they gape slightly in consequence. The 
gaping cuts become plugged with wedged shaped clots, and, as 
an invariable fact, indelible linear scars are thus produced. If 
traction be avoided, no trace is left of the operation. Some- 
times one operation alone will not suffice, a second or even a 
third may be required. In such cases the direction followed 
by the linear incisions of the first operation should be carefully 
remembered, and at the second operation the parallel linear cuts 
should be made to cross obliquely the direction of the original 
cuts, say at an angle of forty-five degrees. If athird operation 
be needed, the cuts should again follow a different direction, 
that is to say, they should cross the direction of the original 
cuts at right angels. 

After the operation any exudition of clot or scab should be 
washed off carefully the next day by a soft camel’s hair brush 
and cold soap and water, followed by a soft piece of sponge 
wet with cold water only. 

The operation conducted as above is absolutely painless. 
Very slight temporary swelling follows it. No permanent 
trace is left by it. It does its work finally within a 
fortnight. No hemorrhage accompanies it, nor is it: at- 
tended by risk of any kind. It offers to a number of 
hideously deformed persons an escape from their misfortune 
which may be safely recommended, and confidently offered by 
any practitioner. The results obtained by it are at once grati- 
fying to the practitioner and satisfactory to the patient.— Archives 
of Dermatology.—Cin. Lancet and Observer. 


IODOFORM WITII IRON AS AN ALTERATIVE. 
By A. L. REICHARD, M.D., ALLENTOWN, Pa. 
Writing communications for papers or medical journals has 
never been my forte, but on looking over my note book, I find 
recorded cases which were treated with that invaluable remedy, 





606 SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 


pills of iodoform and iron, and, after having used them fora period 
of nine years, I am free to say that in chronic ulceration, I care 
not to what extent it may exist, dr of how long standing it may 
be, it will cure them; not for a short period only, and then 
break out afresh, an occurrence that I have never witnessed in 
my experience. I have treated some of the worst forms of 
chronic ulcer, and I have the first case to see where the cure 
was not permanent and lasting, and in this I simply corroborate 
the experience of Dr. Stiles Kennedy, published in 1870. One 
case in particular that I treated in 1867, nor can I conceive the 
possibility of a worse case, of which I made a full report to, 
and{which was published by, the State Medical Association in its 
annual transactions, as the report of the Lehigh County Medical 
Society in 1868. 

The following is a brief recapitulation of the extent of ulcer- 
ation and the final treatment: ; 

Female, age thirty, ulceration of six years’ standing, had 
been under medical treatment nearly that length of time before 
she came to this city. Her inferior extremity was affected from 
the knee to and involving the ankle joint. 

After I had exhausted all the usual and well as unusual reme- 
dies for several months, I found she had not advanced a Single 
step toward improvement. I then discontinued all other treat- 
ment and put her on pills of iodoform and iron, made by Wm. 
R. Warner & Co., of Philadelphia, three ¢er die, when’the change 
was like magic, and in an incredibly short time she was dis- 
charged perfectly cured. 

I merely recall the case to show that the cure was perfect and 
permanent, for she remained in a healthy condition until the day of 
her death, which was recent, (of typhoid), nine years from the time 
I discharged her. Not in the slightest degree did the disease 
reappear. This will assure you that the remedy will do, and 
what may be expected of-it. If properly used it cannot fail 
I have not only used it in the above case, but in neuralgia, in all 
its forms, I have had the same gratifying results. 

In the winter of 1874 I had a lady under treatment, who had 
suffered for eighteen years with what she called ‘‘ womb disease.” 
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On making an examination, I found hypertrophy of the cervix 
uteri, but no ulceration, though she was suffering most agoniz- 
ing neuralgic pain. 

She told me that she had doctored so much since her first con- 
fixement (now eighteen years) that she despaired cf ever being 
cured. She would be confined to her bed for weeks at a time, 
and when she did obtain relief it was of short duration. She 
never was perfectly free from pain for one continuous month 
during those eighteen years. 

I took charge of the case, and of course told her that I could 
relieve her, (and with some degree of confidence), as all others 
hadtold her. But after treating her for some months, I signally 
failed, and was obliged to fall back in line with those who had 
done battle before me. I was repulsed, but not conquered. 


I gathered up a new weapon of defence in the form of the 
remedy above named, iodoform and iron, and attacked the en- 
emy again, by giving her two pills ¢ev die, and in two weeks she 
was down stairs, free from pain. I continued this treatment 
until she had taken two hundred; since then she has not had a 
single pain (now sixteen months.) To use her own language, 
‘‘She isa new being.”” The hypertrophy has disappeared, and 
she is in better health than she has been for years. 

During the period of her suffering she was deprived of many 
of the comforts and pleasures of life; riding was torture, now t 
is one of her chief pleasures, as she can visit her friends, and 
has gone to New York and returned with perfect comfort, a 
thing which was not at all thought of prior. 

In conversaiion with Dr. E. G. Martin, of this city, he’ related 
several cases of this character which he has treated with almost 
immediate success wath this remedy. One case in particular, a very 
obstinate one, that had resisted all treatment. She would suffer 
most intense pain notwithstanding every possible means was 
brought to bear upon her case, including the galvanic battery 
but all with no effect. If relief was obtained it was soon fol- 
lowed by another paroxysm of pain, until he commenced the 
odoform pill treatment, when every vestige of pain left her, and 
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thus far she has not had a return of the trouble (now two years, ) 


My friend, F. C. Seiberling, gave me a history of a very inter. 
esting case, some time since, which goes very far to prove what 
has been already written on the treatment of sciatica with pills 
of iocoform. The doctor had a very severe and obstinate case 
of sciatica, which stood out against all treatment and remedies 
indicated in this affection. After he had exhausted his patience, 
as well as that of his patient, the case fell into the hands of an- 
other physician, who treated him a tong time with the same dis- 
couraging result, when the patient again applied to my friend 
Dr. Seiberling, who at once put him upon the iodoform pill treat- 
ment, and, strange to say, after twelve pills had been taken the 
pain ceased, the disease was completely routed. He continued 
treatment for a while to insure a radical cure. 

I could go on citing case after case of cure by this remarkable 
remedy, until I would tire your patience in the perusal, and 
then not beatthe end. But let this suffice for the present. —Sv. 
Louis Clin. Ree. 





@rivacts and leanings, 


lodoform as a Topical Application, Particularly in Venerea 
Discases. — MM. Dubrisay and Pelletan, in independent 
brouchers upon this subject, arrive at the following conclusions 
in common (Jour de Dermatol, et Syph.): 

1. Iodoform is a local anesthetic. 

2. Applied in the form of a powder it cicatrizes wounds 
rapidly. 

3. It is especially indicated in small superficial atonic wounds, 
or those having a tendency to phagedzna, soft chancres, sup- 
purating buboes, syphilitic onychia, syphilides generally, vari- 
cose, scrofulous and cancerous ulcers. 

4. It operates more surely and promptly than other therapeu- 
tic agents ordinarily employed in the cicatrization of ulcerating 


syphilides, under whatever form they may present themselves. 
5. In the treatment of soft chancre, it is in some sort a spec- 


ific in the promptitude with which it causes cicatrization without 
pain. 

6. In the treatment of simple or virulent buboes (non-specific) 
it may be employed in the form of ointment as a re olvent 
during the first period with more success than a blister or 
tincture of iodine. During the period which succeeds the open- 
ing of the sore, it hastens rapid cicatrization of the wound. 

7. In cases of soft chancre, of ulcerating syphilides and of 
bubo, when the suppuration is abundant, it is preferable to 
commence the treatment by solution of iodoform in glycerine 
and alcohol. The iodoform in powder may be used later. 

8. The employment of iodoform in syphilitic affections doeS 
not do away with the necessity of using internal treatment. 

9. The rapid cicitrazation brought about by iodoform is due— 
1, to the simplicity of the dressing, which does not irritate the 
diseased parts; 2, to absorption of the secretions of the powder; 


3, to its anticeptic properties, particularly when it is dissolved 
40 
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in glycerine and alcohol; 4, to the presence of iodide, which 
acts favorably on syphilitic ulcerations of all kinds. 


SOLUTION OF IODOFORM. 


Peis. eis eeeee.0Z. 1 tO OZ. iSS 
GUCCI 00 609s oneseccenescoqesbnges f. oz. xij 
PE bhthie eiisienthvnen tosee besacekak f. 02. iv. 

M. Ft. sol. 


IODOFORM OINTMENT. 


inbiinnan oon ere 

PROTO viacicps cs ccceecrcces coe, epsasegesoes q. S 

PRN a x Gtbchhaaesse: nndsscdlccedcde 
M. . Ft. unguent. 


To Prevent the Secretion of Milk in the Female Breast.—l 
have for more than. ten years employed the following method 
to prevent the secretion of milk in the breasts of women who 
may have had still-born children, or who, after having nursed 
their child for a few months, found it necsssary to wean it. It 
is perfectly clean and painless as far as my experience goes, and 
as such I beg to recommend it to the notice of my medical 
brethren. 


We will take, for instance, the case where the infant has been 
born at the full period, but is dead, or dies within a few hours 
of its birth. The milk makes its appearance in the breasts gen- 
erally about the second day, sometimes longer, and sometimes 
it is ready when the cffild is born, and in the case of still-born 
children, my experience leads me to think that in such cases, 
it makes its appearance earlier than when the child is born alive. 
My plan consists in taking a piece of emplastrum adhesivum of 
about ten inches square, round. the corners, cut a hole in the 
centre for the nipple, them from the centre of each corner make 
a straight cut towards and within two inches of the centre hole; 
having now got it ready, let the patient lie on her back, her 
body being perfectly horizontal; warm the plaster and place 
it over the breast, then strap one of the lower corners down first, 
draw the opposite one tightly upwards and fix it ia its place, 
then the other lower corner, and lastly the opposite upper 
one, having drawn it sufficiently tight first; now take a: piece 


~«* ia sa or ey _ 2 
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of plaster two inches wide and about sixteen or eighteen 
inches long, and put it on from below and outside the breast, 
across Close by inside of nipple, and fasten the end over the 
clavicle ; another piece may also be put on in an opposite 
direction, it being drawn over the shoulder. Of course, in 
cutting the plaster and strips, the size.of the breasts must be 
taken into consideration, there being so much difference in 
the size of female breasts. 

The above plan I always follow when one of my patients 
wishes to dry the milk, as they usually call it, or when they 
are compelled to do so either from the death of the child or 
any other cause. I also am certain strapping will prevent 
mammary abscess if resorted toin the earlier stage; I, at least, 
have found it do soin many cases.—D». J. W. Lane, in Medi- 
cal Press and Circular. 


Typhoid Fever.—Dr. Crawford reports four series, of ten cases 
each, of typhoid fever. The first series was treated with altera- 
tives, turpentine, egg-nog, dieuretics, with leeches, sponging, 
etc., lecally. There were six deaths. In the second series the 
treatment was stimulants, nutritious diet and Dover powder. 
Three deaths resulted. In the third group the treatment con- 
sisted in alteratives, anodynes, stimulants, nutritious diet, 
strychnia. nitric acid, turpentine emulsions and diuretics, Two 
cases were fatal. None of the treatment in any of the preced- 
ing cases have had the slightest effect in lessening the ‘‘ dead 
epithelium” on the ‘‘surface of the digestive tube.” The fourth 
group of cases was treated with dilte muriatic acid, beef tea and 
milk, with recovery in every case. In allthese ten cases there 
was an absence of diarrhoea, suppression of urine, pneumonia 
complications, and indeed all other complications. The tongue 
was cleaned in an average of fifty-one hours from the com- 
mencement of the acid treatment, and with one or two excep- 
tions remained clean during the course of the disease. 

He believes quinine aggravates the disease in all cases 
uncomplicated with malaria. He avers that in two cases 
where, during the second week of the disease, the tongue was 
clern and moist, he tried the experiment of giving half grain 
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doses of guinia Sulphas. The result was that in both cases a 
“dry and irritable condition of the tongue” was induced within 
twenty-four hours. He believes that muriatic acid is ‘‘ the best 
remedy known” for typhoid fever.—Chicago Mediacl Journal, 
March, 1875. 

Permanganate of Potash in Leucorrhwa.—Dr. H. Fitzpatrick, 
(Nashville Jourual of Medicine and Surgery,) says: Some 
‘three years ago, I noticed permanganate of potassa recommend. 
ed in gonorrhcea. As I was treating a very obstinate and 
troublesome case at the time, I determined to give it a trial. 

The medicine succeeded so admirably, that I have never 
used any other medicine as an injection since, as none cther has 
succeeded so well in my hands. 

Reasoning from analogy, I concluded that, the permanganate 
would be good in leucorrhcea, also, (I have not seen it recom- 
mended, ) and soon after gave it a trial, in the same manner in 
which I had used it in gonorrhcea—about three grains to the 
ounce of water, as an injection, twice a day, and with equally 
good results. 

Of course the general health thould be attended to. I gen- 
erally succeed now, in cases of gonorrhcea, with the internal use 
of sweet spirits nitre and bal. cop., with injections of the per- 
manganate. 

In leucorrhcea, I use the following pill, when the bowels are 
constipated : 

RR. - BEI DALVIS: 20000-0000 soseveseoves oreees 
Castile soap.. 
Podophylin 

Make it into twenty pills, one to be taken at bed time, as often 
as itis necessary to keep the bowels soluble, and give Mur. 
Tinct. ferri three times a day, with injections of the permanga- 
nate twice a day. In some nervous cases I have used Hall’s so- 
lution of strychnia, instead of the pill and iron, with good re- 
sults. 


In this manner, I have succeeded in about twenty cases, and 
failed in two. 

I have also used the permanganate in some cutaneous erup- 
tions with good results. 
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Ammoniated Tincture of Guiacum in Inflammation of the Throat.— 
J. H. Farner, M.D., (Canada Lancet), writes: 

Ammoniated tincture of guiacum, in inflamed throats, whether 
acute or chronic, seems a remedy that is totally unknown tosome 
practitioners, and wholly ignored by others. In fact, the pro- 
fession seems to have forgotten, to a great degree, that tr. guai- 
aci ammoniata exists at all. Through your columns, I beg to 
submit my experience of this remedy for the last quarter of a 
century, and would ask my brethren in the profession to give it 
a fair trial, and see if their experience does not fully correspond 
with mine. ‘‘In cases of chronic hoarseness,” I use it with 
almost invariable success in the form of a gargle. A clergy- 
man in this section was always, after preaching, much troubled 
with hoarseness. He applied to a practitioner of high standing, 
who excised the uvula. This gave no relief, and he was often, 
he said, in agony after service. On examining the fauces, the 
tonsils were enlarged and flabby, the arch, and as far as visible 
of the fauces was of a deep rusty red, with small white spots. 
He was very hoarse, and had at intervals spasmodic twitching in 
the tongue and throat. I gave the following gargle: 

R.—Tr. Guaiaci Ammon., dr. iij. 
Liq. Potas., dr. iij. 
Tr. Opii, dr. ij. 
Aq. Cinnam., ad. oz. viij—M. 
Fiat garg. Utend om. hora. 

The lig. pottassa helps greatly to keep the gum dissolved, 
otherwise it would separate in small black lumps of gum. He 
was relieved the first time he used it, and in forty-eight hours 
was perfectly well. In his case the hoarseness was produced by 
public speaking, and had annoyed him for some years ; in fact, 
so much so, that he told me he would be compelled, from 
the irritation of the vocal cords, to forego the ministry, if he 
did not obtain relief; but the use of the gargle perfectly cured 
him. Others of his profession were also relieved by this pre- 
scription. 

I use this remedy in inflamed throats, and find it most power- 
ful as a remedy in all sorts of inflammation of the fauces. In 


’ 
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the first stages of quinsy its action is astonishing. It seems to 
scatter the disease at once. Of course if pus has been formed, it 
cannot be expectedjto cause absorption, but it will allay the inflam- 
mation, and give speedy relief. I do not mean to say that tr. 
guaiaci, am. will entirely stop inflammatory action in quinsy, 
but I do say that the irritation and choking sensation are very 
much relieved. 

In cases of inflamed tonsils, and sore throat, when produced 
by, or occompanying measles, scarlatina, cynanche parotidis 
and croup, I use the pure tincture, as follows: Tie a bit of 
sponge or rag on the end of a stick, and saturate it thoroughly, 
then holding down the root of the tongue with the handle of a 
tablespoon, I apply the tincture freely to the fauces. This pro- 
duees a momentary asphyxiation, but when the patient gives a 
cough it isgone. In general this is repeated every hour or two, 
according to circumstances. It is common for practitioners to 
have young ladies to apply them for jhoarseness and sore 
throat, arising from, and in connection with suppressed menstru- 
ation. In many cases this will be found a very annoying trou- 
ble and difficult to relieve. In such cases, in addition to the 
above treatment, I use the following: 

R« Ferri, Sulph. - 02. j. 
Spt. AEther Nitros, oz. ss. 
Morph. Sulph., iij 
Infus. Gent. ad., OZ. 
Sig.—Coch. mag. ter, quaterve, in die. 


The bowels are relieved if necessary, by a few grains of hydr. 
chlor. and pulv. scam. 

In common colds with distressing cough, in whooping-cough, 
and hectic irritation from phthisis, a gargle of tr. guaiaci. am., 
although it may not exactly cure, will wonderfully relieve, and 
is well worthy of trial. If a portion of the gargle passes down 
the cesophagus, all the better. But the longer it is in actual 
contact with the irritated fauces, the better will be the result.— 

Thereapeutics of Carbolic Acid.—This isa potent antiseptic, and 
is extensively used to correct the foeter of gangrenous and of- 
fensive sores. In the treatment of wounds it acts beneficially 
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by averting the tendency to the formation of pus, preventing 
inflammation, moderating pain, and arresting hzmmorrhage. 
Mr. J. Wood advocates the employment of sulpho-carbolate of 
zinc as an application to wounds, suppurating abscesses, after 
operations, and in gonorrhoea and venereal sores. 


Carbolic Acid represses exuberant granulations, and acts as a 
stimulant to weak, indolent and unhealthy ulcers. As a topi- 
cal application it has been recommended in the treatment of 
necrosis, caries, carbuncles, diphtheritic surfaces, lupus and can- 
cerous sores. It certainly relieves the pain of cancer, and cases 
are recorded in which it appeared to have modified the disease. 
As a gargle in diphtheria, carbolic acid has been extolled, and 
in other affections of the throat and pharynx, as in ulcerations 
and enlargement of the follicles, pulverized solutions of it have 
ordinarily proved beneficial. 


Dr. Edgar Browne recommends carbolic acid as an application 
for sweating feet. In skin affections of crytogamic origin the 
acid has undoubtedly proved serviceable. In alopecia ereata 
Dr. Watson uses carbolic acid successfully; he employs a lo- 
tion night and morning consisting of one drachm of the acid to 
three ounces of glycerine; in a case so treated the scalp was 
covered with abundance of hair in seven months. Dr. Prior, 
of Bedford, states that carbolic acid will cure porrigo favosa, 
and that for achorion Schonleinii it is the safest and surest paras- 
iticide. According to Kempster, it effectually destroys acarus 
scabiei and pedicularis capitis. 

Carbolc Acid aborts the pustules of cow-pox and small.pox, 
and a solution of it in oil (1 to 8) is greatly recommended by 
Dr. Scott, of Dumfries, as an application to prevent the pitting 
after the latter disease, and also in cases of gunpowder burning. 

Aual injections of carbolic acid are of value in mucous 
diarrhoea of the large bowel, and Rothe recommends the inter- 
nal administration of it in the treatment of diarrhoea and cholera. 

Dr. Fuller and others have found carbolic aci1 to be of great 
service in cases of fermentative dyspepsia, even when charcoal 
has failed to afford relief. It will be found that ten or fifteen 
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grains of sulpho-carbolate of soda taken before food will prevent 
flatulence occurring after meals. 

Carbolic acid is sometimes used for the cure of soft hemor: 
rhoids, wi.ich it effects by corrugating the integument. 

In hemorrhagic ulcers of the stomach the administration of 
grain doses freely diluted has proved efficacious in checking the 
bleeding. 

Sponging the body with a weak solution of carbolic acid is 
said to drive away mosquitoes. 

In gonorrhoea an injection of twenty grains of sulpho-carbo- 
late cf zinc in eight ounces of water, to be used two or three 
times daily, has proved satisfactory.—Canada Lancet. 


Croton Chloral Hydrate in Photophobia.—This remedy has been 
used in Guy’s Hospital, London, with the following results: — 


If now we look at the results of these cases, we see that Nos. 
1, 3, 4, 5 and 8 were markedbly benefitted by the drug, and 
No. 6 to a great extent. These cases, Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5 and 8, 
“were the subjects of well marked congenital syphilis. All the 
cases were the worst I could pick out from among the out pa- 
tients attending at the hospital. It is right perhaps to state 
that most of these patients came from miserably dirty homes, 
where they were probably only half fed; so that the good food 
and nursing of the hospital may have had something to do with 
the result. 


As regards the dose of the medicine, it till be seen that 
various quantities were given, the smallest being grs. v. three 
times a day, and the largest grs. xx., without producing, as far 
as I could detect, any unpleasant symptom. The only com- 
plaint was the exceedingly nasty taste of the drug, which was 
given combined with syrup of lemons, about dr. iij. to oz. j. of 
water, in which it was found to be more soluble than in water 
alone. In only one patient, No. 6, did it cause any feeling of 
sleepiness. Dr. Bader concluded, from the result of these cases, 
that it was only in diseases of the eye which were due to syph- 
ilis we could expect any marked and permanent benefit. 
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‘Treatment of Chronic Constipation—[ The Medical Times ang 
Gazette contains an interesting article on the ‘‘ Therapeutics of 
Chronic Constipation,” by Dr. J. K. Spender, of London, and 
though not of very recent date, we subjoin an extract as pre- 
sented in the Half- Yearly Abstract of Medical Science, relating 
to the treatment of this annoying malady.] The treatment 
promises not mere relief, but final cure, and ‘‘ comprises four 
therapeutic factors: (@) minute and frequent doses of watery 
extract of aloes, very rarely of extract of colocynth; (0) a 
dose of sulphate iron (gr. jss or ij), always combined with each 
dose of the direct aperient; (c) regulation of the diet; (d) consti- 
tutional exercise. The author writes chiefly of factors (a) and 
(6). The quantity of extract of aloes, in all but extraordinary 
cases, he says, should not exceed one grain. It is conveniently 
given in the form of a pill. With this pill there should always be 
mixed a dose of sulphate of iron, varying from one to three 
grains; this is the essential point of the treatment. Any other 
tonic of the neurotic kind cannot supply the place of the iron ; 
iron is not only facile princeps, but is not interchangeable by any- 
thing else. Extract of nux vomica may be added, if the pre- 
scriber pleases, as an ornamental appendage, or as a means of 
blending the other constituents together; and belladonna is a 
remedy of definite auxillary power; but both these drugs, 
quoad constipation of the bowels, are uncertain or unsatisfactory, 
and rarely do permanent good. Dr. Spender begins, then, by 
desiring adult patient to take a pill composed as above three times 
aday, immediately after the principal meais. 

He is cautioned that at first there will be probably no appa- 
rent effect, and that two or even three days may pass before any 
medical evacuation of the bowels takes place, perhaps even then 
dificult and discomforting. But within the next forty-eight 
hours there will be most likely an evacuation of the bowels once 
or possibly twice in the day; dut nothing approaching to purga- 
tion ought ever to be permitted, and, therefore, the patient must 
be instructed, on the occurrence of the first loose motion, to 
withhold a pill, and to take only one in the morning and one in 
the evening. He then continues for a time his morning and 


° 
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evening pill, and is pleased to discover that so slender a medi. 
cament has such a decided effect. Not improbably, at the end of 
another week or fortnight, he is compelled, by the same reason 
as before, to drop another pill, and the same result is now brought 
about by one pill daily, as was originally produced by three 
pills.. Within another month, he may reduce his allowance of 
medicine to a single pill once or twice a week; and finally his 
whole scheme of medical treatment becomes merely preventive 
in its design and scope, and he takes a pill occasionally for the 
sake of maintaining health and warding off old troubles. 

‘* When there is real or fancied difficulty in the administration 
of pills, the best way of carrying out the plan above described 
is by combining the mzstura ferri with the decoctum aloes com. 
posttum, the doses being determined by the fae scene of the 
same principles.” 

The treatment seems altogether rational, and we hesitate not 
to recommend it. The object sought is not mere evacuation of 
the bowels, but restoration of lost tone.—JMed. Mews, Cin. 


Treatment of Excoriations of the Os Uteri—In the Dublin 
Jourual of Medical Science, Dr. Halton gives a number of cases, 
and says on their therapeutics : 

The treatment adopted was that which has had its origin in 
the Dublin School,* and which has, notwithstanding considera- 
ble opposition from other quarters—opposition which, it may 
be remarked, sometimes oversetepped the boundary of polite 
ness or even of pathological good sense—gradually obtained 
the approval of the majority of the profession. It consisted in 
reducing local congestion by local means and touching the ex- 
coriated surface with the strong nitric acid. This was always 
carried into the cervix when that appeared diseased, and the 
acid brought in contact with the whole surface of the canal, and 
even to the fundus if necessary.t It never gave rise to the 


*Riogland.—Kidd. Dub. Jour. Med. Science, Feb., 1869. 

t¢It is by no means necessary in all cases to dilate the os before touching the 
interior of the uterus with nitric acid. In many cases where this becomes nec- 
essary, the canal of the cervix is sufficiently patulous to admit the stilette cov- 
ered with cotton-wool soaked in this agent. 


. 
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slightest symptom of danger or distress, and in the vast majority 
of instances was altogether unfelt. When a pain did occur, its 
amount was so trifling as to attract little notice from either the 
patient or physician. Astringent injections were found to be of 
little use, and whether this was from the patient’s awkwardness 
in managing them or not, they have been laterly dispensed 
with altogether, and their place supplied by the tannin, pessary 
or bougie, placed in contact with the os or introduced into the 
canal. The skin of the abdomen has been leeched or blistered, 
as seemed most suitable, over the tender spot in the region of 
the ovary,*with very marked benefit. When such leucorrhcea 
was present, small blisters to the sacrum were found serviceable, 
while ergot and Indian hemp were useful internally, particularly 
when hemorrhage was present, but, undoubtedly, the most 
generally affective drugs were strychnine, in small doses, in 
combination with dilute nitric acid. To these was added some 
form of tonic, and if local treatment was from any cause inad- 
missible, this mixture, I think, would afford the best chance of 
relief. The following is the formula used : 


R. Liquor of strychnine 
Dilute nitric acid......+.. 
Tincture of gentian...........esseee+e+0Z. SS 
Hoffman’s liquor...cceese dr. iij 
AqUua.....o000 seccvcccccsvsecereees q. s oz. viij. M. 


The dose is one tabespoonful thrice daily, before meals. If 
pyrosis is present, which it sometimes is, even in our tea drink- 
ing peasantry, a drachm and a half of sedative liquor of opium 
added to the above for a week or two, taking care to regulate 
the bowels with suitable aperients, will be found serviceable. 
In the directions it was not considered advisable to interfere with 
marital relations, except in case of serious hemorrhage, and 
while the value of exercise and fresh air was sufficiently im- 
pressed, they were enjoined to avoid standing or kneeling as 
much as possible. 

Bathing in Entero-colitis.—Dr. C. G. Comegys, of Cincin- 
nati, in the New York Medical Record, says: ‘‘ Before we are 
called to these cases tentative measures for the relief of the di- 
arrhcea have already been applied by the friends, so that the in- 
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flammatory stage is generally fully developed when we first see 
the patient. The skin is hot (temperature 1023° to 105°), the 
pulse rapid (130 to 150), respiration 30 to 59, with frequent 
purging of semi-fluid, greenish watery, faecal, and half-digested 
matters; the mouth and tongue are dry; the thirst intense, but 

* the water taken to slacken it is quickly thrown off; the eyes are 
staring ; pupils contracted ; insomnia and rolling of the head, 
with utterance of distressing cries, due to headache from hyper- 
zemia of cerebral vessels and unappeased thirst. Such is a gen- 
eral statement of the symptoms. 

‘*T at once proceed to give the little sufferer a bath in hydrant 
water, which with us in summer is about 75°. I have found it 
necessary to give this my personal attention at first ; the moth- 
er or friends will not carry out instructions, on account of the 
cries and resistance of the child; it seems to them a great cruel- 
ty. The contact of the hot skin with cold water is certainly 
painful for the moment, hence I immerse the body from legs 
upward gradually, sponging the skin in advance, so as to ob- 
tain tolerance. 

“When the body and extremities are fully under, holding the 
head in the palm of my left hand, I pour over its surface cool- 
er water, such as cistern water, which is here about 75°. This 

"iskept up for ten or even fifteen minutes. Meanwhile the child 
ceases to cry or struggle, and is evidently greatly comforted ; 
more especially when cool water is freely given to drink—the 
greedy swallowing of which shows how much of its distress is 
due tothirst. 

‘‘After the bath the patient should be wrapped, unwiped, in 
a light woolen shawl and laid upon its bed, with a slight addi- 
tional covering. The pulse has lost frequency, but is quite fee- 
ble; the breathing is slower and the skin quite cool, even 
bluish in hue. The sedation may seem at first too great, but 
reaction soon begins, a healthy warmth and perspiration are es- 
tablished, and the child falls into a peaceful sleep. The scene 
has so changed that one will find no difficulty thenceforth in 
getting a bath given three or four times in twenty-four hours, if 
the alarming train of symptoms make show of revival ; and they 
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will revive to such an extent as to require exhibitions of the 
bath from time to time for three or four days perhaps, for the 
diseased state of the mucous membrane within has not been as 
suddenly relieved as the abnormal heat of the body. 

‘‘In the mean time internal remedies should be freely employ- 
ed. Quihine, whisky, beef-tea, milk and lime water are the 
chief agents. One grain of quinine and a dram of whisky ev- 
ery three hours, for a child eight to’ sixteen months old, looks 
rather formidable, but they will be found admirable while the 
disposition to fever lasts. 

‘‘ Subsequently bismuth and pepsin are of great value to res- 
train diarrhoea and to assist digestion, so greatly at fault, owing 
to the blow which the mucous membrane has suffered.”’ 

Treatnent of Eclampsia.—Formerly venesection was resorted 
to in the most severe cases, but since October, 1868, no patient 
has been bled, and reliance has been placed on the administra- 
tion of chloroform, often for many hours consecutively. It has 
not even been considered a contra-indication to this treatment if 
the element of coma has preponderated over that of convulsions 
and there has been stertor and deep lividity of face. A dose of 
croton oil has also generally been given at the outset. Out of 
fifty cases recorded before the change in the mode of treatment 
there were fifteen deaths, or thirty per cent. Out of twenty- 
three cases reported since there were five deaths, or 21.7 per 
cent. This latter per centage, however, does not give-a fair 
epresentation of the results of the chloroform treatment, for in 
two of the fatal cases there was no opportunity for the continu- 
ous use of chloroform. In the third the patient, an old epilectic, 
was not seen till she had been comatose for three days; and in 
a fourth the fatal issue was perhaps attributed to a too long de- 
lay in effecting artificial delivery. 

In reference to the treatment by bleeding, it may be noted 
that in two cases the convulsions came on after considerable 
post-partum hemorrl.age ; and thatathird hemorrhage occurred 
after convulsions, aid the patient shortly after died unexpect- 
edly from apnoea, the heart’s action continuing long after respi- 
ration had ceased. 
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Delivery was effected by forceps in four cases; in all the rest 
by the natural efforts. Of the twenty-five patients fifteen were 
primipare, or sixty per cent. In several patients who recover. 
ed a modern elevation of temperature was noted, but in only one 
fatal case was any observation made as to the presence or ab- 
sence of that hyperpyrexia which is described by Bourneville as 
generally occurring before death. In this instance the temper- 
ature rose to 108.8°. Cold effusion was employed, but too late 
to be of any avail.—Lowsville Med. News. 


Antiseptic Treatment of Diphtheria.—Dr. Post, ((Medical T ames) 
referred to a patient whom he was called to visit in the morning, 
a boy three years of age, who had very considerably swollen 
tonsils, with diphtheritic patches upon them; considerable mu- 
cous discharge from the nasal cavities; and grandular enlarge- 
ment with tenderness at the angle of the jaw. The doctor at 
once prescribed bromine with bromide of potassium, after the 
following formula: 

R.—Potass. Bromid. dr. i. 
Aque oz.i. M. 

Dissolve in the solution of bromide of potassium, twenty 
minims of bromine. 

Of this mixture administer gtts. x in a teaspoonful of water 
every hour. 

The nasal cavities were hourly washed with a solution of 
common salt in water, a teaspoonful of salt to the pint of water; 
and one grain of sulphate of quinine given in solution every 
twohours. To these were added a tablespoonful of milk-punch 
every hour. 

In the evening the patient was found breathing with much 
greater ease than in the morning, and was sitting up in bed. 

This single case simply showed something for the disinfect: 
ant plan of treatment. 

Dr. Post also referred to another boy, xt. nine years, who 
had the disease much worse than the boy just alluded tu, and 
the solution of bromine and bromide of potash was applied by 
means of a swab, because the patient made no resistance, as 
was the case in the other patient. In other respects, the treat- 
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ment was the same. In the latter case also there was marked 
improvement at the second visit; and at the end of four or five 
days the patches of diphtheritic exudation had all disappeared, 
and the patient was fairly convalescent. 

Three weeks subsequently, the boy had doubled vision, which 
was treated by the use of strychnine in 1-60 gr. doses thrice 
daily, and complete recovery followed. 

There was another child of the family at that time, and he 
was removed from the house. He, however, was attacked with 
diphtheria a few days afterwards; and, apparently, was no worse 
than the boy who was under Dr. Post’s care, but the case proved 
fatal. 


Tannin Dressing for Wounds.—Dr. Graf, of Elberfield, recom- 
mended the use, under proper conditions, of tannin as a disin- 
fectant, in connection with cotton-wool. He is in the habit of 
covering cotton wadding with a layer of tannin as thick as a 
knife blade, applying it as a dressing, covered with more bat- 
ting, and allowing it to remain from four to fourteen days. He 
succeeds thus in preventing inflammation with its accompanying 
fever, arresting at once any capillary hemorrhage, lessening the 
risk of secondary hemorrhage, and procuring healing as under 
ascab. When the dressing is removed, he finds either a more 
or less complete cicatrix, or a healthy granulating surface with- 
out suppuration. He had employed this dressing in over one 
hundred cases of injury of the hands or fingers by machinery, 
attended with injury of the bones. In not one of these cases, 
if brought early under treatment, was there any local traumatic 
disorder, and fever, if present at all, was very slight. His paper 
is too long to consider in all its carefully prepared details—J. 
Y. Med. Jour. 


Treatment of Disease of the Stomach by Washing out by Means 
of the Stomach Pump.—A novelty in practice, which was sug- 
gested by Kussmaul, and introduced in this hospital by Dr. 
Herzog, consists in washing out the cavity of the stomach by 
means of appropriate remedies. 

The patient upon whom it was practiced was a woman who 
ge a history of nausea and vomiting. The diagnosis rested 
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between malignant disease and chronic gastric catarrh; but in 
either case the same treatment was indicated. 

The effect of the stomach pump was to make the patient feel 
easier, so much so, indeed, that it was frequently had recourse 
to at her request. After a few days the vomiting, which had 
been nearly constant, became exceptional, and after a short time 
the patient left hospital very much improved. 

In using the stomach pump the method employed was, first to 
evacuate the stomach, and then inject a weak solution of salicylic 
acid, which was subsequently pumped out.—Mount Sinia Hospi. 
tal, in N. Y. Med. Jour.. 

Muriate of Ammonia in Diphthera.—Dr. E. Sarzana commu- 
cates (Gazz. Med. di Roma, March, 1876) the results obtained 
by him in the treatment of diphtheria with muriate of ammonia, 
He says that he has used this salt ona large scale in this disease, 
and he has almost always found it efficacious, and regards it as 
far superior to the other remedies which have been proposed. 
He has used it externally in the dose of 1-2 (about 20 grains) 
grammes, powdered on the affected parts, and internally in the 
dose of 2-5 (about 40 grains) grammes, dissolved in a decoction 
of cinchona, or in a simple saccharine solution. He states that 
one or two doses of this salt have caused every trace of the 
diphtheritic exudation to disappear, and have prevented the 
appearance of those general disorders which are consecutive to 
the disease, and that the convalescence has almost always been 
very rapid.—Gazz. Med. Ital. Prov. Venete, April, 1876. 


Choice of Sedatives for the Aged.—'‘lf we think fit to employ 
opium as an anodyne or hypnotic with those who have attained 
to or are on the high road to second childhood, it is judicious 
to combine chloral and spirit of chloroform with it; the opium 
being prescribed in excess when pain, the chloral when restless. 
ness, and the spirit of chl rm when cramp predominates ; 
and the quantities of the several ingredients need not be large, 
as each of them intensifies the effects of the others. The addi- 
tion of from ten to twenty minims of the tincture of Indian 
hemp, a very invigorating soporific, to such a mixture as the 
above, is most serviceable in dealing with a heart enfeebled by 
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advanced age or exhausting illness; and in thus prescribing it I 
have invariably met with an exemption from the distressing 
symptoms which sometimes result from the oppressive action 
of opiates on the respiratory system.”—Dr. Stokoe in Guy’s Hos- 
pital Reports. 


The Treatment of Diphtheria.—On this subject, Dr. William 
Yeats writes, in the Aainburgh Medical Journal, after describing 
some cases; Regarding the treatment more dependence was 
placed in the general than inthe local. The general treatment 
was stimulating in the full sense of the term. Nutrition was 
directed to be administered assiduously night and day. Strong 
beef-tea, raw eggs beaten up, Liebig’s extract of meat, and milk 
were the principal foods. Port, sherry and champagne, which- 
ever was most agreeable, were given in wineglassful doses every 
three hours, day and night; and half that quantity to children. 
The medical treatment consisted of iron and chlorate of potash 
combined. The iron treatment was introduced by the brothers, 
Mr. Hamilton Bell, of Edinburgh, and Dr. C. Bell. The form 
and mode in which it was administered was this: As soon asa 
case came under my notice, 1 prescribed, for adults, ten-drop 
doses of the strong liq. ferri perchloridi, with ten or fif- 
teen-grain doses of chlorate of potash, to be taken in a wine- 
glassful of water every two hours, until decided improvement 
was evident, when the interval was prolonged. The dose was 
modified for children, of course. Vomiting was usually set up 
by the first two or three doses, but the patient, being warned of 
this, was instructed to persevete, and afterward there was no 
trouble in this way. Canstipation was rarely complained of, 
and when it did happen, a little glycerine added to each dose 
obviated the difficulty. The local treatment, which at first was. 
employed, consisted of a strong solution of iodine, viz: 

R.—Iodine, gr.xlviij. 
Potassii iodidi,™ gr.xxiv. 
Sp. vini rectificati, dr.j. 

This was painted on the affected parts of the throat daily, 
and seemed to be very useful. But finding the internal exhibi- 
tion of the iron so satisfactory, I adopted its local application 

41 
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also, in the following form: Liq, ferri perchloridi and glycerine, 
in equal parts, which was brushed over the.exudations daily, 
The glycerine helps to dissolve the slough, and the iron, I think, 
hardens the subjacent surface, and considerably modifies further 
exudation. Whenever laryngeal symptoms were observed, the 
patient was immersed in a warm bath for five or six minutes, 
then wrapped, undried, in a warm blanket, to induce free action 
of the skin, which was kept up by hot water bottles placed 
about it. This was immediately followed by an emetic of sul- 
phate of copper in five-grain doses to children, which usually 
induced free vomiting in the course of five minutes; the throat 
was then well swabbed with either of the local applications, and 
very soon the most harassing symptoms were relieved. If there 
was any return the same treatment was repeated. The results 
were very gratifying, indeed. In one case vomiting could not 
be excited by any means; but the strength, on the other hand, 
was well maintained, and the child recovered after two week's 
illness. 


Carbolic Acid in Carbuncles.—Dr. Peter Eade writes to the 


British Medical Journal : 

I believe it to be general experience that the pimple in which 
a boil begins its life and career may be destroyed by any com- 
mon caustic, if thoroughly applied. I venture to assert also 
that a carbuncle, even when very considerably advanced and of 
very considerable size, may in like manner be destroyed by the 
free application of carbolic acid to its centre and other parts. 

The essentials for its proper action, so far as my experience 
has gone, appear to be these : 

1. The acid must be applied in strong solution (four or five 
parts of acid to one of glycerine is the strength I employ.) 

2. It must be brought into contact with the diseased tissue, 
for it appears to exert nofinfluence on or through the unbroken 
skin. To this end, if sufficient opening do not exist when the 
case is first seen, a proper one must be fearlessly made in the 
very centre of the disease by some appropriate caustic, and, 
perhaps, the acid nitrate of mercury effects this better and with 
less discomfort than any other. 
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3. The acid solution must be occasionally reapplied to, and 
into, the hole thus formed, or those already existing, and I have 
found it a good plan to keep a piece of lint wet with a weaker 
solution constantly over the sore. 

Take the following example, which has occurred to me within 
the last two or three’ weeks : 


A lady, aged 40, showe4 me a boil on the left buttock, of six 
days’ duration. It was circular, with a diameter of four inches ° 
was red and angry-looking; tender, hard at its base, and rapidly 
increasing. To the prominent point in its centre I freely applied 
acid nitrate of mercury over a space of about one-third of an 
inch in diameter. Next morning, I removed the scab which 
had formed, and freely passed the strong carbolic solution into 
the little opening formed in the mass, as well as I could, with a 
quill pen charged with the liquid (and I may say that I find this 
avery convenient instrument for the purpose.) At this time 
the swelling had increased considerably in size, was more tender 
and inflamed and painful, and was threatening to be a very 
formidable case of the disease. Now mark the effect of the 
treatment. The acid was freely applied twice more, during the 
day, and the very next morning, on my visit, it presented the 
appearance of having suddenly collapsed. It had shrunk greatly 
in size, was flabby, and far less painful, and its vitality was 
plainly destroyed. In four or five days nothing remained but a 
little hardness about its base, and it rapidly got quite weil. No 
core was ever discharged, and no pus appeared after the first 
application of the carbolic acid. 

Local Treatment of Burns.—In an article in No. 226 of the 
Medical Times, on ‘‘ The Pathology of Burns and Their Rational 
Treatment,” by Bedford Brown, M.D., of Alexandria, Va., 
the writer, under the latter head, says; 

‘*OFf all local applications in the experience of the writer, i>- 
doform, prepared with extract of*conium, and spermaceti oint- 
ment, with a small portion of carbolic acid, appears to meet the 
several indications best. 

‘* This agent acts as a certain and most effective sedative on 
the painful and irritable exposed surface, and at the same time 
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as an antiseptic, It reduces irritation, inflammation, and sup- 
puration when in excess, ina remarkable manner. It converts 
a most painful and irritable wound into one comparatively pain- 
less, with promptness. 

‘‘ This remedy is also an excellent promotive of healthy ac- 
tion and of the healing process. I havt experimented with 
iodoform ointment in these cases repeatedly, and always with 
the same pleafant result. The use of this preparation has an- 
other advantage; it renders the constant use of anodynes un- 
necessary. The following formula has been found the best ; 


R. Iodofoami .. 
Unguent. Cetacei.....csccseceeesees edad 
Selb saaksiiicsckiss ciscenssisestte oa 
Acid. carbol 
M. ; 

‘* This ointment is spread twice daily on soft linen, and ap- 
plied over the inflamed surface, and then enveloped in oiled silk. 
No other dressing is necessary. The only objection to the use 
of this ointment is its peculiar odor. In those cases of burns 
attended with great dryness of surface from destruction of vital- 
ity and waat of exhalation, the wound, before baing covered 
with the iodoform ointment, should be coated over with the 
common linimentum calcis. This. affords a soft and moist dress- 
ing, which in no wise interferes with the action of the iodo- 
form.” 

Fibroid Tumor of the Prostrate Successfully Treated by Injection 
of Iodine.—( Virginia Medical Monthly, June, 1876.)—Dr. Mel- 
ville Taylor reports the case of a man, zt. 26, who, when he 
first came under servation, had the following history: About 
nine nronths previously he had discovered a tumor the size of a 
chestnut in the perineum, just behind the scrotum; it was at 
first movable, but soon became stationary. Its growth was pro- 
gressive. Hehad never had any pain, but complained of a sense 
of weight and dragging in the perineum, and of severe tenesmus. 
He urinated frequently, slowly, and with much straining; the 
water at times containing mucous, and being ammonical. Late- 
y his urine had been dribbing from him. His walking was 
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greatly interferred with by the tumor,between the thighs, and it 
was for this reason only that he applied for relief. 

Exploration of the prostrate by rectal touch revealed an ab- 
normal enlargement of this organ. It was hard and firm, pre- 
senting to the fingers four different segments. No increased 
sensibility. Upon the passage of the catheter, an obstruction 
was met with at the prostatic portion of the urethra; but this, 
after some manipulation and not a little pain to the patient, was 
overcome, and the instrument slipped into the bladder, when 
about oz. xx of fetid urine was passed, although he had urinated 
previous to its passage, The catheter caused some pain when 
impigned against the walls of the bladder. 

The diagnosis of fibroid being made after a few other exami- 
nations, treatment was commenced by the injection of iodine 
into the tumor, fifteen drops of the tincture being used at inter- 
vals of several days. There was some little irritation at first, 
but this soon subsided, and the final result was a complete cure, 


the prostrate decreasing from the size of a base ball to its nor- 
mal dimensions. 


Treatment of Cystetis by Atropia in enemata, (Virginia Medical 
Monthly, June, 1876).—Dr.S. W.Semple reports four cases of 
acute cystitis, out of a large number which he has successfully 
treated by a method which is not very commonly employed. It 
consists in the administration by enema into the rectum of from 
minims xl to dr. j of a solultion of sulphate of atropia (gr. j to 
water oz. viij), to which is added sufficient carbolic acid to pze- 
vent the formation of organic entities and the deposit of the 
atropia- The dose is added to oz. ss of water for administra- 
tion, and given twice in twenty-four hours. It uniformly and 
immediately arrests the frequent strangury and the painful 
micturition, gradually checks the mucous and sanguineous dis- 
charges, and relieves the suprapubic pain with the cystic in- 
flammation. When the urine is alkaline, Mettauer’s nitro- 
muriatic acid is given to correct it; and when it is so acid as 
to irritate, the acidity is corrected by antacid remedies, of which 
the bi-carbonate of potassium with subnitrate of bismuth is 
generally preferred, because of the tonic effect of the bismuth 
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and its very soothing effect on the mucous surfaces of the uri- 
nary organs. When constipation exists, which is frequent, it is 
relieved as occasioan requires, generally by the German pulveris 
glycyrrhize compositus, until the bowels begin to act regularly 
from the effect of the atropia, which generally soon results. 


Absorption of Iodine by the Skin.—M. Jules Simon reports a 
number of cases of the absorption of iodine followed by albu- 
minuria in children. 

Applications of equal parts of glycerine and tincture of iodine 
were made each day in the treatment of a number of cases of 
favus. The results obtained were quite satisfactory, until mani- 
festations of iodism were noticed in a child of ten years (papu- 
lar eruption, congestion of the nostrils, epistaxis, thirst). Al- 
bumen was found in urine, and iodine. An examination of the 
urine of all the cases treated by the external application of io- 
dine proved that there was albuminuria in more than half the 
cases. The albumen disappeared when the iodine application 
was stopped, but returned when the medicament was again used. 
In two cases of phthisis, and in one of white swelling of the 
_ knee, albumen was found in urine soon after tincture of iodine 
had been locally applied. Further observations proved that 
painting over a limited area caused no albuminuria ; if, however, 
more than ten centimetres square was covered, albuminuria 
resulted in many cases.—Gaz. Hebdom., May 12, 1876. 

Ulcerated Nipples: —M. Legroux advises the following treat- 
ment: Spread with a camel hair brush a layer of elastic collo- 
dion around the nipple, in a radius of an inch or more; a piece 
of gold beater’s skin should then be paced over the nipple and 
collodion, taking care to make a few, holes with a pin over the 
part of the gold beater’s skin which covers the nipple, so as to 
allow the milk to ooze through. No collodion should be spread 
on the nipple itself, as some pain might thereby be occasioned. 
By the rapid evaporation of the ether the collodion dries up, 
and the gold beater’s skin adheres. The nipple is then more or 
less pressed down by the latter, which in drying becomes tense. 
When the child is to be nursed, the end of the nipple should 
be wetted with a little water. The gold beater’s skin which 
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covers it becomes soft and supple, allows the nipple to swell, 
and protects the ulcers and fissures from the strain of suction. 
The mother or wet nurse thus suffers no pain, and the ulcers 
heal in a few days.—Lancet, Dec. 11, from Aunales de Gynecol: 
ogie, Nov. 1875. 

Advances iu Gynecology During the Year 1875.—Dr. P. F. 
Mundi (American Journal Obstetrics, April, 1876) concludes an 
admirable report upon the progress of gynecology during 1875 
as follows: 

1. Among the subjects which the past year has witnessed an 
advance is that of the normal structure of the uterine mucosa 
before, during and after menstruation, the nature of menstru- 
ation, and its relation to ovulation. 

2. The treatment of uterine fibroids by ergot, enucleation, 
traction, above all by gastro-hysterotomy, the percentage of re- 
coveries from which operation (six recoveries out of nine oper- 
tions) certainly seems to promise a bright future for this still 
much dreaded measure. 

3. The vesico-vaginal and vesico-rectal touch, and the daily 
increasing popularity of the method of treating diseases of the 
female urethra and bladder by dilatation of ihe urethra and local 
applications. 

4. The growing appreciation of the influence of posture on 
the health of the female sex, and the recognition of the value of 
posture, especiallly if aided by pneumatic pressure in the treat- 
ment of uterine displacements. 

Raw Onion as a Diuretic.—Dr. G. W. Balfour, (Edinburgh 
Med. Jour., September, 1875) records three cases in which much 
benefit was afforded patients by the eating of raw onions in large 
quantities. They acted asa diuretic in each instance. Case 
first was a woman who had suffered from a large white kidney 
and constriction of the mitral valve. Her abdomen and legs 
had been tapped several times, but after using onions as above 
she had been free from dropsy for two years, although still suf- 
fering from albuminuria. Case second suffered from cardiac 
disease cirrhotic liver and ascites. Case third had ascites de- 
pending on tumor of the liver. In both of them the remedy 
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had been used with good results. Both had been previously 
tapped, purgatives and diuretics alike having failed to give re. 
lief. All other treatment having failed to give relief, recourse 
was had to the onions. Under their use the amount passed 
steadily rose from ten to fifteen ounces to seventy-eight or a 
hundred. 


Chlorate of Potash wn Infantile Diarrhwa.—Dr. Moncorvo de 
Figueiredo, in an article in the Revista Medica de Rio de Janeiro; 
narrates the circumstances which led him to appreciate the eff- 
cacy of chlorate of potash in a case of obstinate diarrhoea, last- 
ing eight months, in a child two years of age. A solution of 
the potash, which had becn ordered for some other case of 
throat trouble, was given to this child by mistake. The effect 
was, however, very beneficial; so much so, that Dr.- Moncorvo 
directed the medicine to be continued, and he soon obtained a 
complete cure. 

Dr. C. Bonfigli, in the Italian journal, /7 Monimento, also ex 
tols the beneficial effects of this salt in cases of diarrhoea, which 
he calls vaso paralitica of cachectic children. He refers to fifteen 
cases in which the chlorate was used very successfully, in doses 
varying between two and ten grammes in the twenty-four hours. 
—Gazeto Medica da Bahia, January, 1876. 

Citrate of Quinotdine.—From researches orignally made by 
Buchner, and recently repeated by Haller, in the General Hos- 
pital at Vienna, citrate of quinoidine is as certain a cure for fever 
as the ordinary sulphate, which is ten times more expensive. 
|Does he not refer to the sulphate of quinine ?] Haller gave 


the solution of one drachm of citrate of quinoidine in three 
ounces of water, with the addition of half an ounce of aque cin- 
namoni vinosa in the intermissions, at intervals of from two to 
three hours, in lieu of spoonful doses. Of forty-one cases of 
intermittent fever, forty were cured with the solution of quino- 
idine, and only one relapse occurred, which was again cured by 
persisting a little longer with the use of the citrate. — Zhe Prac- 
tattoner, from Neues Rep. ad. Pharm. 

R. Acidi carbolic 

Syrupi lemonis 
M. S. A teaspoonful three or four times a day. 

Cough. 
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Chloroform in the Surgery of Infants. — Dr. Bergeron, of 
Paris, (London Obstetrical Journal) from his personal experience 
upon this subject, concludes that— 

1. Chloroform in the infant is endowed with an almost abso- 
lute harmlessness. 

2. The child, not having come to the age of reason, nor feel- 
ing any moral emotion, suffers from no apprehension of the dan- 
gers to which it may be exposed, nor experiences the apnoea 
which produces so much terror, and is, the author imagines, a 
most important cause of death supervening suddenly during 
the administration of chloroform. 

3. Chloroform may be administered to the infant irom the 
first day of its birth. 

Traumatic Tetanus in the Horse.—Mr. R. W. Finlay} V.S., of 
this city, sends us a report of two cases of traumatic tetanus in 
the horse cured by the following ; 

Re Pibane bweatidcc.cccccccccesiccees ssnenctee 


M. Fiat Sol. | 

S. To be taken in one dose and repeated three times daily. — 
N. Y. Med. Rec. 

How to Make Leeches Bite-—The Le Progres Medical advises, 
in order to make a leech bitte readily, to place it in a glass con- 
taining cold water, to wash the skin of the patient with warm 
water, and apply the glass at once. 

Prophylactic in Enlarged Tonsils.—In a paper in the American 
Journal of Obstetrics, Dr. Robinson states that in the prophy- 
lactic treatment of chronic enlargement.of the tonsils in children, 
he attaches great importance to the habit of co/d bathing. The 
feet should be kept warm and dry, and he thinks the following 
rules should be impressed on all mothers and nurses in charge 
of children: 1. Not to keep the nursery at too high tempera- 
ture, and always to have a basin, pitcher or bucketful of fresh, 
pure water, with the surface exposed to the air, contained in the 
room. 2. Not to allow children to approach a fireplace or 
register immediately upon entering or leaving a house. 3. Not 
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to keep extra wraps on their little charges, when at home, a 
moment longer than is absolutely essential.—Med. and Surg. 
Rep. 

Conium.—Conium may be considered the regulator of dis 
turbed voluntary muscular movement, and it is especially indi- 
cated in diseases accompanied by clonic spasm the result of di- 
rect or reflex irritation of the cerebro-spinal motor tract, and 
requires to be given in such strength as to develop its paralyz- 
ing effect upon these centers. But when the spasm is limited in 
duration, recurremt or periodical in outbreak, as in laryngismus 
stridulus and other convulsive discrders of childhood, in epilepsy 
at all ages, and in puerperal eclampsia, the sedative action 
(properly so called) of chloroform-inhalation will be brought 
into play with more advantage, as it is more rapid, direct and 
transitory, and its administration is practicable during insensi- 
bility or amid struggles for breath.—Dr. Stokoe in Guy's Hospital 
Reports. , 

Glycerol of Subacetate of Lead is recommended by Balmanno 
Squire as a very useful application in chronic eczema and oth- 
er skin diseases. It is prepared of the same strength as the 
liquor plumbi subacetatis, substituting glycerin for the water. 
The heating is effected in an oil bath, care being taken to keep 
the temperature a little below the boiling point of glycerin, and 
when the reaction has been accomplished, the solution is to be 
filtered while hot, since after cooling it is too viscid to pass 
through the filter. For use it is diluted with from three to seven 
times its quantity of glycerin, as occasion requires. —Phar. Jour. 
and Trans. 

The Penitentiary for a Vendor of Adulterated Milk.—A milk- 
man here has recently been sentenced to one month in the pen- 
itentiary for selling adulterated milk; and, having contested the 
power of the Board of Health to institute the prosecution in 
such a case, the sentence passed upon him at the Special Ses- 
sions has now been affirmed by the General Term of the Supreme 
Court. This decision is important, being the first case of the 
kind carried to the Supreme Court. The power of the Board 
of Health to act in such cases had previously been undetermin- 
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ed, and there was some apprehension of a judgment adverse to 
it.—Pacefic Med. & Surg. Journal. 

Treatment of Diphtheria. —Dr. S:H. Moore, of Syracuse, N. 
Y., claims considerable success in the treatment of diphtheria, 
by the internal administration of iodine. He uses the follow- 


ing: 


R. Tinct. iodine 
Setee hi Wii: oni crsnnpes emanates dnecep acne Mie All 


M. Cap. dr. i. q. 4 hor. 

He writes: “I had during January and February, thirteen 
cases, and in all of them I pursued the same plan of treatment. 
All the cases turned out successful, not one dying. The ef- 
fect of the iodine seemed to prevent the formation of the mem- 
brane. It also prevented the swelling of the glands of the 
throat, and seemed to stimulate the patients, as in no one of 
the cases cited was there the great loss of strength that we usu- 
ally find in diphtheria. The above formula is pleasant to the 
taste and can be retained on the most delicate stomach. The 
mixture, at first, is of the color of iodine, but during from six 
to twelve hours becomes almost as transparent as water.” 

Treatment of Nasal Catarrh by Nitrate of Bismuth.—A \etter 
from London to the Phila. Med. Times says that the newest thing 
there in therapeutics is the plan of treating nasal catarrh by the 
insufflation of bismuth, advocated by Dr. Farrier. He first tried 
itin his own case, taking a pinch from time to time, and was 
speedily cured. His further experience decided in favor of an 
admixture of gum acacia in powder, and the addition of a little 
morphia. Another new thing is an ornamental bottle, contain- 
ing a little piece of lint at one end and some nitrate of amyl in 
the other compartment, for the relief of palpitation of the heart, 
hysterical or gouty—FPacific Med. & Surg. Journal. 

Phosphorus Pills.—Messrs. Allen and ilanburys suggest the 
following formula as an efficient substitute for that of the Brit- 
ish ‘‘Pharmacopeeia,”’ which combines the phosphorus with tolu 
balsam and yellow wax: 2 grains of phosphorus dissolved in 
sufficient bisulphide of carbon, are mixed with powdered soap 
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and guaiac resin, of each gr. xxxv, glycerin gtt. xii and powder- 


ed liquorice root gr. xii or sufficient to make a mass weighing 
gt.c. The bisulphide evaporates readily, and the mass formed 


is of good consistence, easily manipulated, readily miscible with 
other remedies, and what is most important readily soluble.— 
Phar. Jour. and Trans. 


Pancreatic Meat Emulsion has been brought to the notice of 
the Berlin Apothecaries’ Society, by F. Riedel, who obtained 
from Dr. Rosenthal the following fo:mula for its preparation: 
250 grams of finely scraped beef are triturated in a mortar with 
25 grams of pancreatic liquid (from the hog) and warm water, 
until a homogenous, light redish brown emulsion-like mixture 
results, which is injected per annum with some pressure, the 
bowels having been previously cleansed by warm water injection. 
It is stated that persons have thus been nourished, who for 
months were unable to swallow or digest food taken in the ord- 
inary way.—Phar. Zeit. 

Formula for Diphtheria — 

ass IRN MIDs hcltehsinnicwwsnsieus onasenedavessnse se 
Tinct. CapSicuM ......crcccsccccrecscesceeeces f. 02. ilj. 
Liq. ferri perchlor........ p saabaae bats saawesthees iy /fs 


Dilute alcohol se Puan 
Pure water, Ce eee eeesese Seesegeeseeres . Ze /}- 


Sic.—A. teaspoonful in a wine-glassful of water, to be used asa 
gargle each time. After gargling, a teaspoonful in a tablespoon- 
ful of water, more or less, to be slowly swallowed, and repeated 
every three to six hours.—Canada Lancet. 


The Preservation of Raw Meat is effected by A. Herzen by 
immersing it for 24 or 36 hours in a solution containing 150 
boric acid, 30 borax, 15 table salt and five saltpetre in 2,000 
parts of water. The meat retains its fresh appearance and may 
afterwards be packed in barrels.—Chem. Centralbl., 1876. 


R. Magnesiz sulph 
Morphiz sulph 


M.S. A teaspoonful every half hour, In simple Dysentery. 
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Goitorial and Miscellancows 


TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 


We always feel kindly disposed ‘to our readers—those friends 
and subscribers who for years have given us their support and 
encouragement. We have been making a journal for them— 
one they will find of practical use in times of doubt and difficulty 
in the daily rounds of practice. We have all these years of our 
journalism endeavored to be to these toilers a help and a pleasure. 
We have compiled from all sources the best of practical medical 
literature for their use at the bedside, that their hands might be 
strengthened and their hearts cheered in a successful warfare 
against disease. We have done all this without reward, except 
the pleasure work of this kind must always bring to those who 
engage init. If lives have been saved, if the health of the sick 
has been restored, then our labor has not been in vain. Now, 
friends, help us. Help us by writing ;—help us by:paying your 
subscriptions ;—help us by aiding us in getting subscribers ;— 
help the profession by extending our influence, as well as the 
sick and afflicted, by the information it gives our brethren. 
Help us—help one another. Will you not? Go to work; we 
will do you good. 





BOOK NOTICES. 


The Histology and Histochemistry of Man. A treatise on 
the elments of composition and structure of the human body. 
By Heinrich Frey, Professor of Medicine in Zurich. Trans- 
lated from the fourth German edition, by Arthur E. J. Barker, 
Surgeon to the City of Dublin Hospital, etc., etc. Aud re- 
vised by the author, with six hundred and eight illustrations on 
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wood. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 549 and 55] Broadway, 
1875. For sale by Burke, Hancock & Co., Atlanta, Ga. 

This is an exceedingly valuable work, as is shown by the title 
page. A brief plan of the work is given by the author. He 
says: “ Histology and Histochemistry combined, or the study of 
the finer structure and chemical composition of parts, con. 
stitutes the most important foundation for physiology and scien. 
tific pathclogy. The whole subject may be arranged, accord 
ing to our views, into three great natural divisions, 

In the first will be considered the matters of which the human 
and animal body generally is composed, with their histological and 
(as far as inseperable from these, and that a knowledge of themis 
indispensable for a proper comprehension of the whole) their 
physiological characters. Again, in another section of the same, 
the organized units of the body, the ‘‘structural or tassue-ele- 
ments,” will be brought in view with their shape and composi- 
tion, purposes and origin, one from another. This constitutes 
‘*General Histology and Histochemistry.” 

In the second division—histology in the more restricted and 
real meaning of the word—+the various tissues in their anatomical 
relations and composition, will be brought under_ notice. Here, 
also, we shall consider the mode in which the form or structural 
elements of the first division are employed in the building up of 
certain tissues. It stands to reason that here also the physio- 
logical characters of the tissues and their origin must still be 
frequently referred to. 

A third division, finally, will be devoted to the consideration 
of the more minute structure of the organs and systems of our body, 
or the manner in which they are put together out of different 
tissues. This may be termed ‘‘ Topographical Histology.” 

A Manuel of Diet on Health and Diseases, by Thomas King 
Chambers, M. D., Oxon., F. R. C. P., London. Honorary 
Physician to H. R. H., the Prince of Wales; etc., etc. Phila- 
delphia: Henry C, Lea; 1875. : 

On Paralysis from Brain Disease in its Common Forms, by 
H. Charlton Bastian, M.A., M.D., F.C.P., etc., etc. ; with il- 


lustrations. New York: D. Appleton & Co., 549 and 551 
Broadway ; 1875. 
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The work is divided into three parts and twenty-five chapters, 
each of which is devoted to the consideration of the following 
subjects: 

Theories of Dietetics ; Choice of Food ; Preparation of Food; 
Digestion; Nutrition; Regimen of Infancy and Motherhood ; 
Regimen of Childhood and Youth ; Commercial Life ; Literary 
and Professional Life ; Noxious Trades; Athletic Training ; Hints 
for Healthy Travelers; Effects of Climate; Starvation, Poverty 
and Fasting; Decline of Life; Alcohol; Dulelics and Regimen 
of Acute Fevers; Diet and Regimen of Certain Other Inflam- 
matory States; Diet and Regimen of Weak Digestion ; Gout and 
Rheumatism; Gravel, Stone, Albuminuria and Diabetes ; De- 
ficient Evacuation; Nerve Disorders; Scrofula, Rickets and 
Consumption; Disease of Heart and Arteries. 

This gives the reader an idea of the rich contents of the book. 
It is practical, and will be of great usefulness to households, to 
say nothing of physicians. There is a fund of valuable informa- 
tion to be found in its pages, and no physician can afford to be 
without it. 

These lectures appeared in the London Lancet, and were de- 
livered in University College Hospital. “The subjects are ably 
discussed, and cases given illustrative of the various brain dis- 
eases resulting in paralysis, and the treatment employed. It is 
a work that will serve the busy practitioner a good purpose in 
actual practice, while a study of its pages will prepare him all 
the better for cases of brain disease which he may be called 
upon to treat. The matter is given in a clear and practical 
manner, and affords pleasant reading independent of the great 
importance of the subjects treated by the author. 


Transactions of the Medical Association of Alabama—A 
State Board of Health. 29th Session, 1876. 

This is quite a large volume, devoted to the proceedings of 
the Association, and two lengthy papers—the first a prize essay 
on the pathology and treatment of Bright’s disease, by Dr. H. 
D. Schmidt, of Mobile; a very able and exhaustive paper ; 
the other on ‘‘ Hemorrhogic Malarial fever,’ by Dr. R. D. 
Webb, of Livingston, Ala. Also, a very practical and ably 
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written paper. These papers are too valuable to be entombed 
in a volume of transactions, where few of the profession wil] 
ever seethem. Dr. E.D. McDaniel is President, and Dr. B. H. 
Riggs is Secretary of the Association. 


Transactions of the Medical and Chirugical Faculty of ,Mary- 
land, 78th Annual Session, April, 1876. 

This is a well filled volume, containing several papers of in- 
terest. . 

Transactions of the Medical Association of the State of Mis- 
souri, at its 10th Annual Session, St. Louis, April, 1876. 

This volume also presents papers of value. 

Proceedings of the Medical Society of the County of Kings, 
Brooklyn, New York, September, 1876. 

Some papers of practical importance appear in these pro- 
ceedings, one of which we publish in the present uumber of the 
RECORD. 

The following pamphlets have been received : An Address on 
on some of the leading public health questions, and some re- 
marks of the extent of swamp lands in the United States, etc., 
by J. M. Toner. 

A clinical lecture on the treatment of incipient stricture, by 
Otis’s operation, ‘by Mr. Berkely Hill, with explanatory re- 
marks by Tressenden N. Otis, M.D. 

Report of the Committee on Medical Education, made to 
Medical Society of California, by Jos. F. Montgomery, M. D. 

A Clinical Lecture, on the use of plastic dressing in fractures 
of lower extremity, by David Yandell, M. D. 

On Stricture of the Male Urethra, its radical cure, by Fres- 
senden N. Otis, M. D. 

A series of American Clinical Lectures: edited by E. C. 
Seguin, M.D. Vol. II, No. 6—Whole No. 18. 

The Modern Methods of Examining the Upper Air-passage, 
by George M. Lefferts, M. D. 

These series of clinical lectures are of great practical im- 
portance, and should have an extensive reading by the profession. 
They are published by G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 182 Fifth Avenue, 
New York. The first volume is now ready. Price $4.00. 


‘ 
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Jefferson Medical College 


PHILADELPHTA. 





The Fifty Second Session of the Jefferson Medical College will begin on Monday, 2d October, 
1876, and will continue unti} 1st of March, 1877. Preliminary Lectures will be held from Mon- 
day, 4th September. @ 

PROFESSORS. 


Joseph Pancoast, M.D., General, Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy (meritus.) 
Samuel D. Gross, M.D., LL.D., D.C.L. Oxon., Institute and Practice of Surgery. 
Ellerslie Wallace, M.D., Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children, 

B. Howard Rand, M.D., Chemistry. 

John B. Biddle, M.D., Materia Medica and General Therapeutics. 

J. Aitken Meigs, M.D., Institutes of Medicine and Medical Jurisprudence. 

J. M. Da Costa, M.D., Practice of Medicine. 

William H. Pancost, M.D., General, Descriptiveand Surgical Anatomy. 


SPECIAL COURSES ARE ALSO GIVEN ON THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS: 


Toxicology, by Prof. Rand. 

Diseases of the Cranial Nerves, by Prof. Meigs, 

ee oe 5 aaa Diseases, by Dr. F. F. Maury, one of the Surgeons to the Philadel- 

ia Hospital. 

Pathological Anatomy, by Dr. M. Longstreth, Pathologist to Ponmeg vente Hospital. 

Operative Surgery, with operations on the Cadaver, by Dr. John H. Brinton, one of the Sur- 
geons to the Philadelphsa Hospital. 

Ophthalmol and Otology are treated both clinically and didactically during the entire 
course, by Dr. William Thomson, one of the Surgeons to the Wills Opthalmic Hosp tal. 

Laryngoscopy, with Diseases of the Throat, by Dr. J. Solis-Cohen. 

The Demonstrator of Surgery. J. Ewing Mears, delivers a distinct course of Demonstrations 
of Surgery, with illustrations on the Cadaver, during the entire session. 

Practical Chemistry, with Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis, the Z ination of Normal and 
Abnormal Products and Manipulation by the student himself, is taught by the Demonstra- 
tor of Chemistry, Dr. W. H, Greene. 

Practical Anatomy and Morbid Anatomy. For the study of Practical Anatomy, a full supply 
of material is furnished free of charge. The Anatomical Rooms are spacious, and pro- 
vided with every convenience, and not only are subjects for dissection to be had without 

expense, but there are no incidental or extra charges of any kind. Demonstrator of An- 
’ 





atom . H. Andrews, M.D. 

Clinical Instruction is given daily at the College. The Surgical Clinic is held Wednesdays 
and Saturdays, by Professors Gross, Joseph Pancoast and W. H. Pancoast. The Medical Clinic 
on Mondays and Thursdays, by Professors Da Costa, Biddle and Meigs. The Clinic of Diseases 
of Women and Children, on Tuesdays, by Professor Wallace. The Clinic of Diseases of the 
Eye and Ear, on Fridays, by Dr. Thomson. The Pennsylvania Hospital is near the College, 
and the corps of lecturers includes Professors Da Costa and Meigs. Professor Pancoastand Drs. 
Maury and Brinton are connected with the staff of the Philadelphia Hospital. Be 

The New Hospital of the Jefferson Medical College was begun in November, 1875, and wili 
be completed by the close of the present summer ; and it is confidently anticipated that it will 
be in full operation early in the ensuing session. It is situated in a spacious lot immediately 
west of the College, bounded on three sides by streets and a wide space on the fourth side, and 
will afford accommodation for at leasi one hundred beds. It is constructed according to the 
most approved principles of hospital architecture, and will be furnished with every necessary 
appliance for heating, ventilation, etc, A spacious ampitheatre, seating more than 5U0 students, 
is provided for Clinical Lectures, which, with daily visits to the wards, will torm part of the 
regular services of the College. 


FBS: 





For A FULL CouRSE 
MATRICULATION FEE (paid once only) 
GRADUATION FEE. 
A Summer Course of Snp: limentary Lectures is given, beginning 26th March, 1877, and e x- 
tendiag through the months of April, May and June. ‘There is no additional charge for 
this Course to Matriculates of the College except a registration fee of five dollars. 
The Annual Announcement will be sent on application to 


sep-1m. J.B. BIDDEL, M.D., Dean. 
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